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J ohn Pepy £9; 


| One of His MAJESTIES 
7 Juſtices of the Peace, for.the 
County of Middl:/ex. 


SIR, 

Will pot offend you 
 by:Publiſhing my. Qb- 

| JHtgations to You, And 

be :]. hope I: ſhall not , offend | 
+ You by theiDedication of 
$7 this fanal Treatiſe, as I 

A 2 am 


_—_— tet. 


— 
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am @ ſure | ſhould if there | 


were the leaſt expreſſion in 
it of Diſloyalty to the 
KING, or DiſaffeQion to 
the Church of England ; 
And yet I muſt acknow- 
ledge ws | expoſe it to 
Pablick view, partly that I 
may vindicate my ſelf from 
the guilt of ſome Aſperſions 
by which others have en- 


 deavoured to Expoſe me, as 


one Schiſmatically endined. 

In the latectimes of Ulur- 
pation, I hadno ſooner lefc 
the Univerſity and began 
to Preach, but there was a 
Caveat 


} 
ry 


— 


ds 
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| DedicatN9y. 72 
Caveat entred againſt me in 
the Book of Cromwells T ry- 
as of Miniſters amongſt 
thoſe who were accounted 
Epiſcopal-men, by one (as 
I had caule to ſuſpe&) who 
afterwards conformed to 
\ the Church, and became 
| my unſucceſsful competi- 
; torſince I came to London. 

I was thereby forced to 
| kave my Native County, 
and to Jive a precarious 

Life for ſome Years, till 

His Majeſties Return. Bat 
* ] bleſs God therenever was 

; (and I hope.neyer ſhall be) 
Ag any 


— The Gpiffle : 
any objeaion againſt my 
Converſation, 

FT here are ſome now 
who' would repreſent me to 
the World as a difſem- 
bling diffatisfied Conformit, 
and Conſequently both a 
oreat Hypocrite, and a ve- 
ry gfeat Fool. The grea- 
bf cauſe of this Mi wn.-25r4 
proceeded from my Treat- 
ins Diſſentets fo, that I 
might gain upon heir Af. 
{-Qions. as being the beſt. 
way to bring them ta Con- 
formity to the Chutch : and 
which hath been the good 
cſſe; 
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effe& of it, their being my 
Auditors. It is a ſadicafe 
that it ſhould be.our Duty 
and our great Concern, $0 
bring thoſe to. the Com- 
munion of the Church who 
have Separared from it,-and 
yet our great Reproach if 
they become opr Hearers. 
But I may well be con- 
tented and account it awhas 
nour to be reproached, con; 
fidering that it hath been of 
late the lot of ſome of: the 
moſt Eminent Divines- 1n 
this Age;Men whoſe Works 
 haye nor only praiſed then 
- 760 A 4 Wo 
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in in this City, but in both 
the Univerlitie; & through- 
out this Nation (and ſome 
other Countries) and have 
been an eminent means 10 
fix ſound Principles, not 
only in_ great numbers of 
the. Laity, but of che Cler- 
gy -hkewiſe, Thoſe men 
who have done the greateſt 
Service to the: Church are 
reproached and ſcorned by 
a furious fort of men that 
pretend moſt regard to it: 
But as thoſe Worthys cannor 
bue have great fatisfa&tion 
from cthemſelves,in that they 
| have 
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have diſcharged their duties 
to God in their Miniſterial 
Fun&ion ; fo have I, And 
the good ſucceſs which it 
hath pleaſed God to give me 
by bringing many, not on- 
ly to the Church, but to 


_ both the Sacraments who 


had from their Cradles de- 
ſpiſed the Ordinances of the 
Chriſtian Religion, is a Sa- 
tisfaQtion to me which out- 
weighs all the reproaches 
which heady & inconfidera- 
tive men can heap upon me. 

I bleſs God 1 can with a 
good conlcience declare to 
| the 
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the World, that Lever de! 
figned: to do. good by. my 
Miniſtry: according: to my 
mean-Caparity ; andtothat 
end: have” alwayes ſet my 
felf againſt the two great e- 
vils of thefvve, Divifcon and 
Debaucheryi- -Fhave likewiſe 
made it my baſineſsupon all 
occafions/ to''commend the 


Difciplicie apd Methods of 


the Charch of England, as 
fending more to the promo- 
tion of trae Holineſs, than 
ary of thoſe Devices which 
have been formed againſiHer, 

_ which God never oe | 


Hs _— 


——— 
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red ;"arid I am'furetheſame 
will appear to be my deſign 
in this PFreatiſe, which 
humbly offer to you. 

I know no Petfon, to- 
whom Þ car with more cort- 
fidenee preſent ie, than to 
your felf. I have taken oc- 
cafion 1n it tofhew the ne-_ 
ceffity of Obedience to Go- 
vernment, & T hat lam fare 
is welI pleaſing to you ; for 
| am cotifident there is tot a 
day paſſeth, but all chat 
are adtnitted into your com- 
pany may take notice of 
your aftcftionate Loyalty 
to the King. I 


The- Epiſtle 

|] have commended a 
hearty compliance with the 
Rules and Orders of the 
Charch, than which no- 
thing is more —_— to 
you, as appears by your 
great delight in Epiſcopal 
Authors, the great eſteem 
which you have for the con- 
formable Clergy, and your 
diligence in Suppreſling the 
Conventicles : and which is 
thegreateſt expreſſion of lin- 
cerity, your carly alten- 
dance every day upon the 
Publick Prayers of the 


Church. 
oY My 


| 
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Dedicato2y. 
My chief defignin ir,isto 
perſwade the People to treat 
thoſe who have Diſlſented, 
with a Spirit of Meekneſs ; & 
] am ſure that is very agreea- 
ble to Your Diſpoſition,for 
it hath been your carneſt de- 
fire and requeſt to men of - 
ſtubborn humors, that they 
would not make.themſelves 
obnoxious to the uſt ſeveri- 
ty of the Laws, buc live-in 
peaceable obedience to Go- 
vernment. That you are of 
this temper,appear'd likewiſe 
by your great diſpleaſure 
when you heard of com- 
plainrs 


= Epiſtle 


plaints: made by the Diſſen- 
1ters, of ſome Aﬀeronts and 
Incivilities ;that were -offe- 
xedtofhem, wherithey:came 
tothe Church ; which was 
ithe only.occaſion.of this dil- 
rote which-lamiure I 
thallnoſuffer in the eſteem 
of ſober and :go0d. men, | 


*; vir, IThknow- yourSoul ab- 
hers 'Flattery, and!ſo. does 
-wine, I would notrberefore 


:Þayemention'd theſethings, 
ibEdidnethkear- thmomei ill 


men [ſhould miſrepreſent 


you, as: they have done 
others 


_—__ 


_ lie > 
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others who are truly Zeal- | 
lous for the good-both of 
Church and State. 

That the God of Heaven 
may Prolong your-dayes,$& 
continue to .you the, great 

Opportunities 'of doing 
'  - good, both in your Publick 
and Private Capacity,isand 
ſhall be che hearty Prayer of, 


Ever Honored Sir, 


Your moſt Obliged 
andDevoted Servant, 
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- Gar." Chap: 6:-YVer.1, ' -? 
Brethren, if a 'man te, overtaken in a 
fault; "ye which are Spiritual, reſtore 

' ſach a one in the Spirit of Meekneſs, 
conſidering ' thy ſelf, leſt thou'alſo bt 
tempted. * : my E6Y aL 


- 


=O HE great deſign 
LS). of the Apoltke in 
this Epiſtle, 'is to 
a vindicate  tim- 
> | ſelf from the''Aſ- 
'perſionis of falſe 
* Teachers, and to 
\BS keep the Ga- 
aA Se /1/ja1s from 'al- 
perſing* one another. ' There were 
_ two things charged: againſt him.' One 
was, that he had*no right to be 
 —M an 


2 Lhe Spirit 
an Apoſtle; ' and the other was, that 
he Preached falſe Doctrine, But this 
1s no part of my prefent Buſineſs: 
But to conſider the fecond, viz. The 
Apoſtles great care to keep the Gal- 
latiansin that Peace and Unity which 
the Goſpel, to which they were newly 
converted, does-require. "There was 
3 very great heat am em, in- 
Jomuch that the Apoſtle was afraid 
teſt they ſhould ze and devour one 

another, and be conſumed one of another, 


Ch. 5.v. 15. The conteſt was about . . 


Chriſtian Liberty. And becaule there 
is at this day a great ſtir about it, I 
think it neceſſary by the way, to 
ſhew what that Chriſtian Liberty was. 
. It was not 2 Liberty for every 
Chriſtian to refuſe the Orders of the 
Church, and if the Governours of it 
did not pleaſe them in what was re- 
quired, or ſhew a ſpecial command 
from God for every indifferent thing 
Deny r pokey cory take ck 
Decency ; preſently to turn their backs, 
and- heap up Teachers to themſelves 
in 
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of Meckneſs, 3 
in oppoſition to their Governours. 
I am fure that had been an Unchriſti- 
an Liberty, for it had beena Liberty 
to throw Chriſtianity out of the 
World ſo ſoon as it came into it: Or 
to make it the moſt ugly and de- 
formed Religion in the World. If 
when the Apoſtle told the Corinthz- 
ans, that at his coming to them he 
would ſet things x order; they had 
ſent him word that the would 
not obſerve his orders, unleſs they 
were by ſpecial Revelation from God ; 
Of they would be Judges whether his 
orders were fit to. be Received; It 
would have made ſtrange work in 
the Chriſtian Church, and ſpared the 
enemies of it the trouble of perſecu- 
ting Chriſtians, for the Stubborn and 
ſelt-conceited, if their numbers had 
been ſufficient, would have perſecuted 
the Orthordox, and ſuch as were of 
the moſt Chriſtian, humble, and fub- 
miſlive tempers. | 
The Chriſtian Liberty, which we 


read ſd much of was quite another 


B 2 thing. 


4... The Spirit 
thing. There were ſome Judajzing 
Chriſtians amon the - Galatzans. 


They thought that they muſt as well . : 


obſerve the Law of Moſes, as the Law 
of Chriſt, or elſe they could not be 
juſtified and ſaved. The Apoſtle to 
rectify their miſtakes, tells them that 
they were at hberty from that' Toke, 
and that they ought to take that Li- 
berty. © Behold, [Paul ſay unto you, 
that if you are Circumciſed, Chriſt ſhall 
profit you nothing, c. 5.Vv. 2, But how- 
ever, feſt that ſhould be of dange- 
rous Conſequence, he takes care ' to 
prevent two great evils which might 
enſue:' One was in reference to 
themſelves, an. the other was in re- 
ferenceito their miſſed and diſſatisfied 
Brethren. '* He was afraid, as ' to the 
firſt, that this Chriſtian liberty ſhould 
be an occation of -Licentiouſneſs, and 
therefore: admoniſhes them, that they 
ſhould not afe this 1tberty, as an occa- 
fron to the Fleſh, v.13, And he- was 
afraid that heats of * Opinion ſhould 
be the Occaſion of coldneſs of affeRti- 
ED Er On, 
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of Meeknels, 5 
on, and therefore adds imediately in 
the ſame verſe, but by love ſerve one 
another ; and for fear they ſhould not, 
he preſſeth to them the Duty of Bro- 
therly love, as that which 1s a fruit 
of the Spirit of God: and in the con- 
cluſion of the Chapter he cautions 
them againſt two great evils which 
obſtrutt it; Yam glory and Emvy. 
Vain glory is a branch of Pride, by 
which 4"man ſeeks to be uppermoſt, 
and they that are guilty of it do fel- 
dom think they can ſtand high e- 
nough in their Reputations unleſs 
they tread upon their Brother -and 
Fellow Chriſtian. Envy is a diveliſh 
temper of Spirit, by which one mans 
happineſs becomes another mans mt- 
ſery : One mans health another mans 
ſickneſs. It was a very proper queſtj- 
on which was once asked a'pate envi- 
vous Man, Are you ſick, or 7s your 
Neighbour well > Where Envy Rules, 
one mans Proſperity 1s another mans 
Adverſity. Tie envious man, . how 
rich ſoever he is, is undone by the 
BE. Wo Riches 
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Riches of another man. The Apoſtle 
having Admoniſht them of thoſe two 
great Enemies to Brotherly Love in 
the Concluſion of that Chapter ; In 
this he preſcribes ſome general Rules 
which tend exceedingly to the heal- 
ing of diviſions, and the continuance 
and promotion of Love amongſt Chri- 
ſtians. I have made choyce of rhe 
firſt, which isa diretion how Chriſti- 


' - ans, who are themſelves inoffenſive, 


ſhould treat them that offend. Bre- 
thren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, 
yee that are Spiritual reſtore [" a 
one with the Spirit of meekneſs, confi- 
ering thy ſelf leſt thou alſo be temp- 
ze 


I will not ſpend much time in the 
explication of the terms in the Text. 
I ſuppoſe I ſhall not need to tell you 
what it is to be taken in a fault: 1 
with we all knew as well what it is 
to have a Spirit of Meekneſs : and I 
wiſh we all knew as well what it is 
to reſtore our Brother with ſuch a 
Spirit. A fault is any thing that 
| | | a 
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a man does which is againſt the Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity, or againſt any 
Law of God. He 1s guilty of a fault 
who commits any known ſin to the 

rejudice of his own ſoul, by which 
It is polluted and made obnoxious to 
Gods wrath and diſpleaſure. ' And 
he is guilty of a fault likewiſe who 
breaks the Peace and Unity of the 
Church by Schiſm and cauſeleſs Se- 
paration. I intend my diſcourſe ſhall 
chiefly relate to the latter : Thereſtor- 
of them to the Communion of the 
Church who have ſeparated from it. 
The Apoſtle ſpeaks at large, concern- 
ing any fault, but in regard the Ga- 
latians had been ſeduced by falſe A- 
poſtles, and had been taught falſe 
Doatrine, we have no reaſon but to 
think that he intended this fault as 
well,” if not rather than any other. 
And this is the fault in which men 
are molt apt to be taken unawares, 
The Works of the Fleſh which the A- 
poſtle mentions are {o manifeſt, Adul- 
tery, Fornication, &c. That men are 
6 B 4 not 
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not apt [to be taken with.. them 
- unawares, as he-1is with this. A-man 


is more eaſily led into errors of Judg- 


ment than. he 1s into. errors of . pra- 
Qice, eſpecially. conitdering how ea- 
fily-;-the - Scriptures may be: wreſted 
and miſunderſtoad, and that there hath 
been .in every age Falſe Prophets and 
Falſe, Teachers, . and many. following 
their. Pernitious wayes. Whatſoever 
the faulr is in which our fellow Chri- 
ſtian is overtaken, he is to be, reſto- 
red | by-tho!e that are Spiritual. . But 
the next queſtion is, who they are? 
.;-:By- the word Spzritxal, I conceive 
we' are to underſtand all ſuch. as are 
reformed from. the deeds of the Fleſh, 
and; whele lives do ſhew forth: the 
fruns jof.the Spirit, according to what 
the; Apoſtle, mentions in the former 
Chapter. - I know there is another 
interpretation . given . of the ' Word 
sravud)ywl; Which-l {hall have  after- 
wards; occaſion to. take ſome notice 
of ;, 'but..con{idering the context, how 


the ;Apoſile in-the foregoing Chap» 
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-ter;..VEF; 1.3. | required | that the; Gala- 
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tians {hould by Love ferve one another, 
and inthe QConclulipn of the Chapter 
immediately before: my: Text, that 


they thould ' not. Proveke. one another, 


nor ,envy. one another 5. And. inthe 
words next to' my-,'Text, that they 
ſhould bear one anothers burthens.; I 
know not why by. Spiritual, we ſhould 
not underſtand eyery -;good man,.in 
whom the fruits of the Spirit do ap- 


PEAF; HRS hi e577 | I 
Reſtore : 'The. word. ' x-laplito ſfignt- 
fies properly to ſet a; boue that is bra- 
ken, or out of 'joynt. The bonds of Chrj- 
ſtian Love are very. ſtrong, and. it is 
by- them that we are knit together 
like joynts incloſed with nerves and 
ſinews: and when one diſlents, 'angd 
breaks Communion, - it is -or ſhould 
be, like a bone broken or out of joyrit, 
at which the reſt. of -the members 
ſhould ' be deeply. concerned. 'Thus 
we may conſider the meaning of the 
word, if by being taken in a fault, 
we underſtand the fault of ſeparating 
' | from 


pace cam p—— 
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from the Publick Communion of the - © 
Church. which as I mentioned, is a : 
very proper ſenſe of the words. 3 
Tn the Spirit of Meekneſs. It is very | 
neceſſary that we ſhould underſtand | 
what the Spirit of Meekneſs is, that 
we may rejoyce and be thankful if | 
we have it, and earneſtly ſtrive, and ' 
pray to God for it if we have it 
not. . It may beſt -be known by its 
oppoſites. - bh £) 
| I. Meekneſs is oppoſite to turbu- 
lent paſſion, that which doth' exceed- 
ingly diſorder both the ſoul and bod 
= £Þ it is prevalent. The Apoſtle 
therefore Joyns a meek and a quzet Spt- 
rit together, 1 Pet. 3.4. He that takes 
another in a fault, and is ſo rufled 
and diſcompoſed, that he knows -not ' 
how to ſpeak calmly to him, -in or- | 
der to the reſtoring of him, wants | 
 @ Spirit of Meekneſs. OE 
; 2. A meek Spirit is oppoſite to a 
revengful Spirit. ' This made Moſes 
ſo famed for the meekeſt man. in all 
the Earth, Numb. 12. Becauſe when 
: Aaron 
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_ of Meeckhels. 1 
Aaron and Miriam ſpate againſt him 
and ſaid, Hath the Lord onl ſpoken 
by Moſes, hath he not alſo fulhs by 
4s? He was not moved to paſſion, nor 
did he ſeek revenge. And therefore 
it is faid, ver. 3. Moſes was meek a- 
bove all men which were apon the face 

of the Earth, 
3. A Meek Spirit js oppoſite to a 
rigorous Spirit. When a man deſires 
the Puniſhment, rather than theRefor- 
mation of him that is taken ina fault; 
which is the end of Puniſhment, fuch 
2 rhan hath not a Spirit of Meekneſs; 
The Apoſtle faith to the Corinthians, 
1 Epiſt. chap. 4. " 21, Shall I tome 


unto you with a Rog, or with a Spirit 
of Meekneſs> Where the Spirit - of 
Meeknelſs is oppoſed to the Rod, which 
ſignifies ſeverity. 02) 
' 4. A Spirit of Meekneſs is oppoſed 
toa Spirit of reviling and ſpeakingevil,; 
Meekneſs bridles the Tongue. Our 
Saviour was famed for this Spirit; 
becauſe he was dumb and opened wot 
his mouth, He was ſilent, and _ 
| r 


Wo” CSE. 


2 The Spirit. 


red. not a word, when, to. be ſure, 


there were no provacations' which 


could be compared to his. Or if it 


doth- not ſhut 'up the tongue, yer it 


commands a ſoft and gentle: ſpeech, 2 
which is exceedingly obliging to the # 
offending. perſon. Thus Lot ſhewed * 
his Meekneſs to the men. of Sodom, * 
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when they preſſed upon him, and : 
would have offered violence to the * 


Angels that were his Gueſts, Z pray you 
Brethren do not ſo wickedly, Gen. 19. 7. 
A_ taunting reproaching tongue, is 
as contrary. to a Spirit of Meekneſ\s, 
and as contrary to a Chriſtian'Spirit, 
as any thing can be; as will ap- 
pear more 1n the ſequel of ,my di- 
courſe. > | | | 

The words being thus explained, I 
proceed to that which. is -principally 
contained in them. They give us a 
direction how we ſhould treat our 
Brother when he hath done-amiſs. We 
muſt reſtore him: we muſt uſe our 
utmoſt endeavours to. ſet him right 
again, and this cannot be done any 

- other 
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other way, to well as by'a Spirit of 


Meekneſs :- Or, to be fure, this muft 


be the firſt way that 'muſt be uſed 
with him. - - | w 
I have thought fit to diſcourſe on 
this Subject as that which is very.nes 
ceſlary, and very ſeaſonable: All that 
we can 'do'being little enough to al- 
lay thoſe Unchriſtian heats whichare 
amongſt us, and which are blown in- 
to a Flame' upon ' every occaſion. 
There - is- nothing more requiſite at 
this time; than that we 'ſhould treat 
thoſe that have been' taken in a fault 
with a Spirit of Meekneſs, and yet 
there are 'Complaints as if men were - 
farther from it now, -if poſfible, than 
they have been heretofore. The rage 
and ' fury of ſome men, and their de- 
ſireto ruine all that have done amils, 
is ſuch; thar he who'ſpeaks - but a 
Meek-word coricerning them, is ſup» 
poſed” to be- guilty of 'the {ame fault 
himſelf. Many men. are fo far: from 
oblerving this Rule and Precept*.6f 
Chriſtianity :- reſtoring-:him that is 
- taken 
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taken in a fault with a Spirit of Meck- 
neſs, that they account a Spirit of 


Meekneſs to be the greateſt fault of all. 
It would be enough (if ſome might 


be judges) to prove a man guilty, / 


if he does not preſently fly m the 
face of him that hath done amils. 


As if the Character which our Savi- 


- our gave ofa Diſciple, were to be blot- 


ted out, and another quite contrary 
were to be placed in the room of it: 
Fhat it ſhould be no longer, By this 
fhall all men know that yee are m y De- 
ſeiples if yee love one another. But, b 
the hall, all men know that ye => 
my Diſciples if ye hate and revile 
one another, and ſpeak evil one of a- 
nother. The world is come to that 
paſs now, that it requires more than 
ordinary _—_— in a Miniſter if he 
dares commend a Spirit of Meekneſs. 
But I will adventure to do it, and 
to. tell you the reaſon of it too, which 
may exceedingly aggravate my crime. 
There is a grievous complaint made 
by ſome, who have diſſented from the 
Chnrch, 


OY 0} 5" mY ming (0 :jod 


of Dptrtt. t5 
Church, that upon their retura to it, 
they do not meet with that Chriſti 
Spirit by which they ſhould be en- 
couraged to have Communion with 
us, and to continue 1t ; but with Re- 
vilings and Aftronts to the great grief 
and difcompoſure of their Spirits in the 
Houſe of God. | | 

This Text tells them, thar Chrifti- 
anity requires men to be of another 
Spirit, and ſuch perſons, and all others 
that have been overtaken in faults 
ought to be otherwiſe treated. | ſhall 
therefore recommend a Spirit of meek- 
neſs to you from the conſideration of 
theſe five things. 


E. From the conſideration of what 
it is in it ſelf, It is a moſt ſiveet, 
pleaſant and delightful temper of 
mind. A meek man 1s alwayes at 
quiet in himſel” When other men 
are almoſt confumed by the hear and 
rage of their own paſſions: Wrath 
Kills the fooliſh may. He is hike Fo» 
zah under his Goxrd, cool and in very 


good 
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pod: temper: ->:When other men-are 
kke the :/fraelztes /in the Wilderneſs, 


fretting and vexing : themſetves,. be- [ 


cauſe every: thing/doth .hot happen as 
they :would have itz: wrangling with 
Goband 'diſtruſting his Providence, as 
if he::did *not:.know how {to provide 
for men in their ſtreights, .or chow 
to deliver them from their fears; : and 
are therefore complaining agginſt their 
Governours ; he'is like an /ſraclzte in 
the':Land of. Promife ::. he hath i Milk 
tid Eoney flowing, in the temper of 
his-own mind. !A-meek Spirit doth 
not only keep-menfrom hurt, {bur it 
gives them the enjoyment of- all that 
is good. There are a great many 
inthe World who have great plenty 
of the good things - of this Life, -but 


they:- enjoy no:pood -at all by. them, 


becauſe ofthe uneaſineſs of their own 
peeviſh fretfull- Spirits. The'iſewer- 
neſs of their own-tempers takesaway: 


the ſweetneſs of all that they do poſs 


ſef5; | but a meek Spirit gives'a man 


<< Joyes. 
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all -rtat is. pleaſant from whar he en- 
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re | joyes. He patiently bears Croliles, and; 
Ss, 1 thankfuly» receives Comforts, ' In-this. 


&- 1} ſenſe that which our. Saviour ſaid 45: 
as 7 very true, Bleſſet are the meek, for they: 
Iv | ſhall inherit the Earth, They enjoy 
p 7 the good things of this life, 'and' have. 
E& 


7 the greateit Sweetneſs that they. at> 
W 7 ford, and: may expedt the longeſtiCons. 
d 7 rinuance: of theng.:.:+. might... thew: 
Ir * likewiſe, that it is the moſt obliging 
n : Temper, and therefore doth exceed-. 
* * ingly conduce to the good and-Com-: 
T | fort of mens lives, whilſt they. are. us: 
h : this World. : But, | 4% 24977 
E } II. Asitis a Tempervery pkaſant. 
5 + 1n itfelf;. ſo it is hghly acceptable. 
7 

C 


; to God, and gives usa good allurarice; 
7 of his Love and Favour: 4 meek and: 
» # quiet Spirit is to God. of greatirprices: 
t ” 1Pet. 3.4 Andit muſt needs be:fo;; 
- * foritis like unto God himſelf, Fury 
5 ' as not in. me, ſaith. the, Lord, In: this 
* +. as wellas in other: vertues, weonre- 
| » Followers of God as\ (dear Children,” 
* 2 The Lord is ſlow ta anger, and io is: 
eG: C the 
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the meek man : When he is provoked, 6 
He doth not willingly afflift nor grieve ' 


the Children of Men. Men may pre- 
tend. to what they pleaſe, but he rhat 
delights to vex or torment him that 


is taken in a fault, is far from being : 


Merciful as his Heavenly Father is 


SH, 
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Merciful. God draws offenders to him + 
by the cords of a man, and by the bonds + 
of Love. The greateſt offtenders, who - 


are not hardned-and incorrigeable, are 
dealt tenderly with. God faith, Let 


&s. reaſon together, to thoſe whoſe fins *' 
were as Scarlet and as Crimſon. Vis 


Language to great ſinners is by meek 
Expoſtu 
And ''if God be ſo favourable 
and ſo deſirous that thoſe who have 
offended him ſhould be reformed 
and not puniſhed, what ſtrange Tem- 
.are they of whom nothing will 
farisfy but Rigour and Severity. 

We find likewiſe, how highly God 
values a Meek Spirit, by the great 
Love'that he ſhews to thoſe that are 
of that temper, He doth ſeverel 


ations, Why will ye die > &c. © 
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puniſh thoſe, who can be fo baſe and 
difingenuous, as to offer any Afﬀronr 
or injury to a meek man. When 
Miriam and Aaron ſpake againſt Mo- - 
ſes, Num. 12. God was exceedingly 
offended at them, for but opening 
their lips againſt him. Ze ſaid un- 
to them, Why are ye not afraid to 
ſpeak againſt my Servant Moſes > Ard 
the anger of the Lord was kindled againſt 
them, and he departed, ver. 8, 9. And 
by what follows it appears, that he 
went away in an anger; for Miriam 
was ſtruck with a Leprofie, and Aa- 
ron ſeeing it, made halt to lament for 
what he had done, and with an hum- 
ble ſubmiſſion to Moſes, to ask for- 
giveneſs. Aaron ſaid unto Moſes, alas, 
my Lord, I beſeech thee lay not the fin 
upon us wherein we have done fooliſhly, 
and wherein we have finned, ver. 11. And 
might, for all that, have ſuffered ve- 
ry ſeverely, if the Meek man whom 
he ſpake againſt, had not ſpoken to 
God for them. Nay, though Moſes 
cried unto the Lord, yet Miriam (who 

| C2 pro» 
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probably was the firſt in the fault, 
and inſtigated Aarox to it, or was 
more peremptory in her reproofes) 
was ſhut up ſeven dayes,that ſhe might 
ſpend that time, in conſidering what 
it 1s to ſpeak againſt a, Meek man. 

. It appears likewiſe, how great an 
Eſteem God hath for a Spirit of Meck- 
neſs, by the many promiſes which he 
hath made to Meek men in his word. 
The meek will he guide in judgment ; 
and the Meek will be teach his way. 
The Meek ſhall be hid in the day 0 
the Lords Wrath, as in Plal.25. 9. Zeph. 
2.3. and inumerable other places in 
the Scriptures. 

Mcekneſs was the Temper of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, arid it was his com- 
mand that his Diſciples ſhould fol- 
low his example in it. Learn of me 
for I am Meek and lowly, A furious 
man. 15 no true Diſciple of Chrit. 
He-is a Scholar that will not learn 
of his Maſter. Our Saviours Meek- 
neſs was ſuch, that it occaſioned Fury 
in his enemues, becauſe they _ 
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find no evil in his words or aCtions: 
was ſo far from reviling any, or uſing 
reproachful Expreſſions, that when he 
was reviled, he reviled not axain, If 
any were taken in a fault, he was 
not preſently for punithing them, but 
but by Meekneſs and Kindneſs re- 
forming of them. The Scribes and 
Phariſees John 8. 3. Brought him a 
Woman that was taken in Adultery, in 
the very Ai. She was taken in a 
fault indeed. Moſes in the Law, ſaid 
they, commanded that ſuch ſhould be 
floned, but what ſayeſt thou? This 
they ſaid tempting him, that they might 
have to accuſe him. . Tf he had abſolved 
her, they would have accuſed him of 
violating the Law of Moſes. If he had 
condemned her, he would then ſeem to 
annul the very purpoſe of his Coming, 
which was to call finmmers ro Repen- 
tance, and not to inflict temporal Pu- 
nas 

| In this tranſaction we do not only 
find the Wiſdom of our Saviour, in 
propounding that tothem;which made 
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their guilty Conſciences turn them all 
away, but his Meekneſs to the woman 
that was taken in the fault. Ze ſaid 
to her; Woman where are thoſe thine 
accuſers > hath no man condemned thee 2 
Shee ſaid, no man, Lord. He ſaid to 
her, Neither do I condemn thee : Go, 
and fin no more : We are not to think, 
that our Saviour ſaid this, - that he 
might ſo much as extenuate the Fault 
that ſhe was taken in, but to ſhew 
that he would not take upon him to 
be a temporal Judge, who came to be 
2 Spiritual and Merciful Saviour. He 
did not ſo much as give her a re- 
proachful word, but bad her Go, aud 
fin no more, He that delights to re- 
vile and reproach, to condemn and 
puniſh ; one would think that of all 
Religions in the world he were no 
Chrittian, nor ever heard who Chriſt 
was, or what he required of his Fol- 
lowers. The Apoſtle had no ſtronger 
Argument to uſe to the Corinthians 
than this was, 2 Cor. 10. 1. Now 7 
Paul beſeech you by the Meekneſs and. 
Gentleneſs of Chri 4 WaA 
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IIT. A Spirit of Meekneſs tends 
to a publick good, both of Church 
and State. There are two things of 
abſolute neceſſity, for the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of our Peace and Proſperity. 
That the People ſhould have a Spi- 
rit of Submiſſion towards. their Go- 
vernours,and a Spirit of Meekneſs one 
towards another. My great deſign 
15 to perſwade thoſe, that-are not faul- 
ty as to the firſt, but are of undoubt- 
ed Loyalty to the King, that they 
would not be failing as to the ſecond. 
They are both very great Duties, and 
ſuch as the Goſpel doth very ſtrictly 
require of all that profeſs Chriſti- 
anity. The Apoſtle joyns them toge- 
ther, and it would be happy tor 
the Nation, if there were no. man 
that put them aſunder, 7z#..3. r. Put 
them in mind to be ſubjett to Principa- 
lities, and Powers, to Obey Magiſtrates 
And ver. 2. To ſpeak evil of no man, 
to be no Brawlers, but Gentle, ſhewing 
all Meekneſs unto all men. The Apo» 
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ſile ſuppoſeth, that there might be 
great occaſion to:»provoke them to 
Railing and Evill ſpeaking, but he 


tells them: they muſt not give way- 


to.Paſtion, although their Zeal for their 
Religion might: prompt them to tt. - 
.' My detign is to ſpeak chiefly of 
the Neceflity of this temper, as condu- 
cing to: the Churches Peace and Unt- 
ty, which certainly men do not con- 
{ider,' whatever : they pretend, when 
they exaſperate i others by Reviling 
and: Evill ſpeaking. We have been 
. a. great whule- biting and devourin 

_ ene auorher (and by . that meanes we 
have made ſport 'for them that hope 
to devourus all; ): infomuch that it is 
Gods 'great' Mercy 'that we are not 
Conſumed one of another. "There is 
a great: opportunity given to-us, of 
promoting the' Churches Peace and 
Unity,.it an Unchriſtian temper of 
Spirit, doth not - hinder it. Many 
that.have diſſented are con{trained, by 
the execution 'of Laws, to ſerve God 
with us. I heartily with, that we may 
2152 | CON- 
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conſtrain them another way ; ſuch a 
way, I mean, as Ohrilt Conftraineth us, 
and that is by his Love towards 
Us. | 

The great thing which we ought 
earneſtly to endeavour and Pray, for 
is the Peace of Feruſalem, that our 
eyes may ſee her a quiet Habitation, 
and that we' may all joyn together - 
in Love and Unity ; but this can ne- 
ver- be, if we are not of peaceable 
Spirits, or as. the Apoſtle faith, of 
meek and quiet Spirits, to them that 
are now come among us. We read 
that when So/omon built his Temple, 
7 here was neither Hammer, nor Axe, nor 
any Tool of Tron, heard in the Houſe, 
1/;l/ſt it was in building. It had no 
doubt a typical Signification to ſhew, 
that there muſt be no Jarres or Con- 
tentions among(t the Worſhippers of 
God, which are as the knocking of 
Iron Inſtruments, and much more 
unpleaſant 'than they can be. As 
there was that care taken inthe build- 
ing of the houſe of God, fol wiſh we 
= may 
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may take a care alluding to it, in 
our repairing of the unhappy Brea- 
Mt! ches of the Church of God ; and that 
Li we may all be as thoſe Workmen 
| who helpt on with the building, but 
i! made no noyle. 

Alf Reproaching and ſpeaking Evil of 
iN men, whatever their faults have been, 
Il is not the way to bring them into 
0 the Churches Communion, but to 
IH make them ſhun and avoid it.. I 
WIA ' ſhouldexceedingly wonder, if T ſhould 
[W1 hear one ſay, that he hath been in 
i |þ company with Diſſenters, and that he 
took occaſion torell them what they 
| are: That he treated them with ſuch 
Wl! reproachful Titles, as the Devil and 
li j his Emiſſaries hath ſent out of other | 
bi Nations, to ſet Proteſtants at variance . # 
| one againſt another. And now that 
he hath done this, he hopes -it will 
be a means to bring them to Church, 
nh and that he and they ihall all joyn to- 
WE li gether, in lifting up their hearts to God 

in the uſe of the publick Prayers of | 

the Church: He hopes now that |. 
| | they .; 
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in | they ſhall cometogether to the Bleſs 
ſed Sacrament of the Lords Supper. 


at If we love the Church, we will hear- 
n ftily endeavour toencreaſe her Mem- 
it bers, and if we pretend to that, and- 

yet revile thoſe who have diſſented, 
of | weare Fools and contradict our ſelves, 
n, | We ſhould do very well to learn Wiſ- 


dom from an Enemy. If a Feſuite 
ſhould ſee any of us 1n their places 
of publick Worſhip, how ' kindly 
2 ſhould we be treated by them, in hopes 
that they might bring us over to the 
Z Church of Rome. If we had of late 
Z gone to the Conventicles of Anabap- 
# tits, or any other Sectaries, how 
Z gladly would they have made room 
© tor us, and treated us with all poſ- 
| ſible kindneſs, in hopes that we would 
Z be in Love with their Party: And 
| ſhall we have leſs regard for that 
| Church whereof we are Members, 
Z which 1s admired by all Learned men 
| of the Reformed Religion, as the beſt 
z conſtituted Church in the world? 
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- If the preſent Execution of Laws 
drive thoſe that have diffented into 
our boſoms 'to be embraced by us, 
and not upon the Swords and Spears 
of reproachful Tongues, we have great 
cauſe to hope that they will be tatis: 
fied of the great Neceſſity, and like- 
wiſe of the great Benefit of a hearty 
and ſincere Compliance. 


I will con- 
clude this particular, with the Apoſtles | 
importunate Requeſt to the Ephefrans, Þ 
Chap. 4- v. 1,2, 3. 7 beſeech you, that 


ye walk worthy of the vocation where- | 
with ye are called, with Jong ſuffering, Þ 
forbearing one another in Love. Endea- Þ 


UOuring 
in the bond of Peace. 


to keep the Unity of the Spirit 


IV. As a Spirit of Meeknels tends : 


to a General good, ſo likewiſe to our 


own Particular good and Benefit. It | 
is a great ſatisfaction to us, if we are # 
well aſſured, that we are of ſuch a | 


Temper of mind, as becomes our Pro- 


. feſſion, and which is not only plea- 
fant in it felf, but acceptable to 


God, $ 
and 
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and ſerviceable to his Church. It is 
an argument that we are ſuch per- 
ſons as we ought to be: Particu- 
larly. 

x: It a great argument of true Pi- 
ety and Holineſs. That we fear God, 
and are truly and ſincerely Religious, 
The Apoſtle joynes Meckneſs and 
the Fear of God together, 1 Pet. 3.15. 
But Sandtifie the Lord God in your 
hearts, And be ready alwayes to give 
an anſwer to every man that asketh you 
a reaſon of the hope that is in you, with 
Meekneſs and Fear. 'The Apoſtle did 
not mean, that they ſhould fear them 
that ſhould call them ro Queſtion, 
but that they ſhould only ſhew Meek- 
nets towards them: and that there 
ſhould be in them that fear of God, 
which. ſhould keep them from the 
fear of Men. | | 

The Apoſlle faith, Te that are Spi- 
ritual, Qc., Intimating that Meek- 

neſs is to be expected from fuch. If 
we are not Meck, it may be ſuſpedt- 
ed that we are not Spiritual. This 
15 
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is one of the fruits of the Spirit, men- 5 
tioned in the foregoing Chapter, v. 22. | 
The fruit of the Spirit is Love, Foy, | 


Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Good- 
eſs, Faith, Meekneſs. 
A. Spirit of Meekneſs is a great e- 


vidence that we are good Chriſtians, | 
and that—our- Religion hath tempe- | 


red our minds, *Tis that (as I have | 


already ſhew'd) which our Saviour 
requires of all that are his 'Diſciples ; 
And if we read the Epittles of the 
Apoſtles, we may conclude that 
there was nothing which they did 
with more ardent Zeal, and continu- 
ed fervency contend for, (not only 


for the promoting of Chriſtianity in 


the World, but) as that which was 
a good Evidence of mens being in a 
Religious State. Put on therefore (as 
the eleft of God, holy and beloved) bow- 
els of Mercies, Kindneſs, Flumbleneſs 
of mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering, Col. 
3. 12. The Apoſtle plainly ſhews, that 
thoſe who are highly valued on 
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ſhould ſhew a Spirit of Meekneſs to- 
wards men. 

Beſides, If we do not treat our 
Brother with a Spirit of Meekneſs, 
but with biting Scoffs and Revilings, 
we are not good men, for our Carri- 
age towards them contradidts our 
Prayers to God. We pray, that God 
Would lead into the way of Truth all 
ſuch as have erred, and are deceived. 
We pray that all who profeſs and call 
themſelves Chriſtians,” may be led into 
the way of Truth, and hold the Faith, 
in Unity of Spirit, and in the bond of 
Peace. And if we treat thoſe ill that © 
have erred, and are returned to the 
Church (where 'ris to be hoped they 
will be convinced of their Errors :) It 
is a ſign that we never were devout 
in thoſe prayers, for we ſeem dif- 
contented that God hath heard 
them. 

I heartily wiſh that thoſe men, who 
are ſo apt to reviling, would con- 
ſider what the Apoſtle faith. Every 
one muſt give an account of himſelf - 
Go 

S 


32 Lhe Sptrit 
God; and conſider how impoſlible. it 
is, that they can be juſtifyed, when 
they ſhall appear before that God, 
who will judge men according to the 
Goſpel; which as I have ſhewed dcth 
ſo ſtrictly require All Meekreſs towards 
all men. Surely there 15 nor a man, 
that ever read the Comands of 
Chriſt, who can think that be thall 
come off well at the great 7rihunal, 
if he can only fay, *©Lord I-,was ſo 
*Zealous for. the Church, that I ha- 
*red all that ſeperated from it ; I could 
* not ſee them, but my Spirit was in- 
*cented. I could not ſpeak to them 
* but with provoking Expreſſions 
Sc. This plea might be of great 
force, if God would make mens Paſii-- 
ons to be the rule of Judging, and 
not his Word, which requires that 
we do good to all, that we love our 
Enemies, and that we ſhould make 
it -our. buſineſs to convert ſinners from 
the errours of their wayes, | 

. But on the contrary, If a man-can 
ſay, LordT have been attlicted for thy 


* Church 
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*Ghurch, to fee:the Rents and Diviſi-: 
* ons which have. been amongit Chri- 
*ſtians.' It hath greived me to {ce 
* how little men have regarded Jeraſa- 
*Jems peace, and how much they have 
<indulged their unreaſonable and caule- 
*lefs Prejudices ; 1 have heartily pray- 
*ed to thee to bring them into the 
*way of Truth. 1 have endeavoured 
*to convince them of their miſtakes, 
*and: to per{wade; them, with all ex- 
© preſſions of Meekneſs and Love; that : 
*rhey -would conſider the Ditho- 
*nour that hath redounded to thy 
* Great Name, -and to the profetlion 
*of the Holy Religion of Chriſtiani- 
*ty: And when I ſaw that they Return- 
* ed, my heart rejoyced, and my Arms 
*Embraced them ; and 1 was glad when 
*[ . could go with them into Thy 
* Houſe, or meet them there. 

- "Thus 15 the right Temper ofa Chri- 
ſtian, and this is the Perſon that will 
be found fit to {+ with Chriſt, when 
he ſhall Judge the World. A Spirit 
of Meeknels is a good evidence of a 
| D ſincere 
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ſincere Chriſtian, and that he ſhall 
come off with Triumph when the 
Lamb ſhall appear fitting upon the 
Throne. — 
One would think that what ' our 
Saviour faid in his Sermon upon the 
Mount, Mat.. 5. 21, 22. ſhould make 
all' men afraid of Reviling their Bro- 
ther, as they love their own Souls, | 
and value their Eternal welfare. He | 
tells them, that they who are guilty 7 
of it are Murderers,and ſhall be puniſh- 7 
ed as ſuch (and Iam ſure the Houſe Z 
of God is a very unfit place for men # 
to commit Murder in) if their | 
timely Repentance, which is a change | 
in them to a better temper, doth not | 
prevent it. Te have heard that it | 
hath beeu ſaid by them of old times, | 
Thou ſhalt not Kill; and whoſdever | 
ſhall Full, ſhall be in danger of the | 
Fudgment : But I ſay unto you, that ij 
whoſoever ſhall be angry wit his Bro- 7 
ther without a Cauſe, ſhall be tn danger |. 
of the Judgment ; aud whoſoever ſhall © 
fay unto his Brother, Racha, ſhall be } 
I in 


in danger of the Council; and whoſo- 
ever Gal ſay, Thou Fool, ſhall be in 
Hantrer of Hell Fire, Our Saviour 
ſpake ro them who thought that the 
fixth Commandment could not be 
broken, unleis a man did actually 
commit Murder, and therefore he 
Expfaines it, by telling them, that men 
might be Murderers in their Hearts, 
though they were not fo with their 
Hands: And that thoſe who''are of 
Malitious and Reproachtul.. Spirits, 
ſhoultd.be punithed as fuch. He gives 
an account of it with allutton to the 
ſeveral degrees of Puniſhments a- 
mong!t the Fewes, whereof. the leaft 
was Death. Whoſoever ſhall be Angry 
with his Brother without a Cauſe, ſhall 
be in danger of the Judgment : that is, 
whoſoever ihall be Ottended at his 
Brother, more from his Aptneſs to take 
Offeace, than from any Cauſe given 
to him ; or ſhall not moderate his 
Z Paiſion with a proportionable reſpect 
7 to the nature of the Offence, ſhall 
Z have thatPuniſhment in another ſtate, 
T - D 2 which 
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. which 1s anſ{werable to that which 
the Jews called Capital: He hath 
made himſelf thereby liable- to Eter- 
-nal Death in another State. 4nd who- 


ſoever ſhall ſay to his Brother, Racha, 


-thatis,; worthleſs empty Fellow ; that | 
ſhall vilifie him as mean and incon- | 
ſiderable, ſhall be in danger of the | 
Council, of being condemned to ſuffer | 
a greater puniſhment than an ordina- | 
ry Death; that was to be Stoned to | 
death; which was the ſentence of the | 
Sanhedrim: Meaning, that he who | 
uſed Reproachful Expreſſions, ſhould | 
have a greater puniſhment than he j 
who did not vent his paſſion in Op- | 
probrious Language. But, whoſoever | 


ſhall ſay, Thou Fool, ſhall be in dan- 
ger of Hell Fire, which we are not 
to underitand, as if the puniſhments 


-afore-mentioned were any whit leſs] 
-than the puniſhment of Hell Fire; but | 
_ / 'ya$} ſignifying a greater degree of | 
-* ..”-Puniſhment, or, I may ſay, the Fire} 
__ "made hotter: It alludes to the burn-* 


ing in the Valley of Aion, which 
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was a puniſhment far greater than 
the other two (where Children were 
put into Brazen Veſlels, ſet over the 
fire till they were Scalded to death ;) 
and therefore ſignifies, that he who 
doth not only uſe undervaluing Ex- 
preflions, by repreſenting his Brother 
as weak and empty-headed, but pro- 
ceeds to the highett degree of Railing, 
which is expreſt by ſaying to him 
Thou Fool, ſhall be in danger of exceed- 
ing great puniſhment in the place of 
Torments, 

I was the more willing to give 
an Account of this place, accord- 
ing to the Opinion of the beſt Expo- 
ſitors; not only becauſe there are ma- 
ny who do not Underſtand it, but 
becauſe there are more who do not 
Conſider it ; and becauſe it is very 
much to my preſent purpoſe. If a 
man would know what his conditi- 
on is, and what it 1s like to be, let 
him Examine the 'Temper of his 
Mind, whether Religion hath ſubdu- 
ed his Paſſion, and keeps his Tongue 

| D 3 from 
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from venting it. Bad Wards do. as 
Willi || well diſcover a bad Man as bad Adti- 
| "180 ons, what ever men may pretend to. 
Bl! |- Let men that are apt to revile, can(t- 
ill der what St. Fames faith, and look to 

i themſelves, chap. 1. v. 26. I1f any man 
amongſt you feem to be Religious, and 
bridleth not his Tongue, but deceiveth 
his own Heart, that mans Religion is 
8: | vain, Surely then they are very far 
[1 from being Religious, who do not 
ll! | bridle their Tongues in that Houſe 
Wl! |! which 1s appointed: for Religion, and 
Wi: || the Worſhip of God. 
| And ler not men think, that any 
Wl || Zeal for Religion, or any Devotion 
| 1 which they ſhew in the Houſe of God, 
\ will availthem, if they are void of 
a Chriſtian-Spirit towards: their Bre- 

thren, It is a ſtrange thing, that 

men ſhould think thar their praying 

to God can be acceptable, eſpecially. 

f at that time when: they have revi- 
'þ led their Brother. Nor let men think, 
that they ſhall only be called to ac- 
| count, for; what they have been to- 
| FR. wards 
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wards God: For we find in the 
Goſpel, that when the great day of 
Judgn 


ment is ſpoken of, the tranſactions 


£ 


of 1t which are mentioned, do chiefly 
relate to what we are towards one 
another ; for fear- (as we may ſu 
poſe) that men ſhould think, that a 
dread and reverence of God ſhould 
availe them, though they are of evil 
Spirits towards their Brethren, A 
Spirit of Meekneſs is a good argu- 
ment of Piety; that we are in the 
fayour of God, and ſhall be for ever 
Happy in another World, 

2, A Spirit of Meekneſs is an Ar- 
cument of Wiſdom. We never hear 
any ſay, that they have been in com- 
pany with men whom they have 

eard Reviling and reproaching other 
men, and therefore they believe them 
to be Wiſe men: But on the Contrary, 
all men know that ſuch are very weak 
men; men that are very unfit to Ma- 
nage any affairs of concern, becaule 
they can not Manage themſelves. We 
find that every Fool & Idiot can give ill 
a as Lack 
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Language, ifhe can but fpeak: But as 
Solomon faith, The worts of a wiſe man 
are heard in quiet, Eccleſ.g.v.. Heisa 
Wiſe man who will not be provoked 
to Paſſion, but can'give a mild reply 
to him that 1s Furious and Provokin 
It is- exccedingly to be hinaned, 
that thoſe who call themſelves the 
Diſciples and Followers of the Meek 
Jeſus, ſhould come fo far ſhort as they 
do, ofthe Meeknefs of many Heathens 
whom we read of, for which they 
were very deſervedly accounted Wiſe 
men. We read of one, who when he 
was baſcly Reproached and falſly Ac- 
cuied, took no other notice of it, but 
only ro ſay, Bene loqui non didicit. 
He tol thoſe -that were with him; 
that he perceived The man ' had not 
learnt to give Good Words. © Ot ano- 
ther, who was fo aitronted by his 
Opprobrious Advertary, that he fol- 
lowed him to his own houfe all' the 
way Railing at him'; But the Meek 
man Gd exceedingly Piry him; and 
becauſe 1t was in the Dark; he com- 
—_— Fa manded 
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manded his Servant to take a Candle 
and Lanthorn, and light the man 
back to his own houte. We read 
of another, whoſe Provocation was 
greater: It was not enough for his 
Enemy to fill his Ears with baſe 
Language, but he gave him a great 
ſtroke upon the Head: Ar which the 
abuſed Perſon would not be moved 


to Paſſion and Revenge, but only 


made a reply to this purpole, What 
an ill thing it is, that when men go a- 
broad, they forget to put on a Helmet 
to defend their Heads. Thele were 
Wiſe men, of whom Hiſtory hath 
made mention, thar their Wiſdom 
might be recorded for the honour of 
their Memories, and the Examples of - 
others, that they might have ſuch a 
Spirit of Meckneſs, tor which theſe 
were Eminent. Fs 

T know there are ſome men who 
ſeem to be Meek 'men, and are nat: 
Such as can reſtrain their Paſlions, 
with a reſolution -to {ludy a full Re- 
venge afterwards for ary Injury that 
ITY ID 
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is done to them; and in the mean 
while, they can give very ſmooth 
words: But theſe are men in whom 
there is Deviliſh Policy, and not that 
Wiſdom which I am ſpeaking of; 
nor 1s their Temper a Spirit of Meck- 
neſs, by which they lay aſide Pre- 
judice and Revenge as God requires, 
but a moſt deſperate and Deviliſh 
Spirit, far more miſchievous than that 
Which vents it {elf by a preſent Rage 
and Fury, This is Wiſdom (if I may 
give it ſo good a name) which 


| ——— 


is from beneath, but the Spirit 


of Meckneſs is an argument of. that 
Wiſdom which is from above, which is 
firſt pure and then peaceable; That 
Wiſdom which I may call Chriſtian 
Policy, by which Chriſtianity was 
exceedingly promoted in the firſt 
Ages of it, and which would tend 
exceedingly to the advantage of the 
Church of Chriſt amongſt us. That 
Wiſdom which the Apoltle exhorted 
to for the bringing in of Proſelites, 
Coloſ. 4.5. Walk in Wiſdom _ 
| Them 
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them that. are without ; Redeeming the 
time. His meaning (according to the 
ſence of ſpme good Expolitors) is, that 
they ſhould be circumſpect, and car- 
ry themſelves fo, as to take all oppor- 
tunities to render Chriſtianity lovely 
and amiable to thoſe who were pre- 
judiced againſt it. And becauſe the 
Tongue is an unruly member, which 
betrayes folly and weakneſs, he adds, 
ver. 6. Let your ſpeech be alwayes with 
grace, ſeaſoned with Salt pleaſant and 
not unſavory, that ye may know how to 
anſwer every man. . By which we may 
obſerve, that good words are not on- 
ly tending to the good of others, but 
they ſhew a man that ſpeaks them 


'to be a Wiſe man. Remarkable like- 


wiſe is that Expreſſion of St. Fames, 
Chap. 3.v. 13. Whoſo is a Wiſe man 
and endued with Knowledge amongſt 
you 2 Let him ſhew out of a good Con- 
verſation, his works with Meekneſs of 
Wiſdom. The Apoſtle had before been 
ſhewing whata miſcheivous member 


the Tongue is, and what an Un- 


chriſtian 


44 "Lhe Spirit 
chriſtian thing it is, that men ſhould: 
Villify and Reproach their Brethren 
with it, thoſe eſpecially that pro- 
fels Religion; that God ſhould be 
bleſſed, and men ſhould be curſed 
with the ſame Tongue, which is the 
meaning of the Apoitle, ver. 9g. There- 
with Bleſs we God even the Father, and 
therewith curſe we men, which are made 
after the fimilitude of God, That cur- 
{ſing of men is interpreted to be rail- 
ing againſt them, and 'reviling of 
them. To avoid this, there muſt be 
Meekneſs of Wiſdom; that Wiſdom 

which hath Meckneſs -accompanying 
of it. 1 ms 

3. It isan Argument of Humility,and 

that a man hath a great ſenſe of his 

own Failings and Inftirmities. He that 

is acquainted with himſelf, and con- 

ſiders what his own faults have been, 


can not be very apt to break out in- 


to a Rage and- 'Pafſion, becauſe of | 
the faults of otiter men. It is'impoſ- | 
ſible that any man ean take another | 
in a fault, ſo oftemw;a&#he 'may m_ L 
: a Tok mee 
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himſelf. If men , would look back 
and conſider what they have done 
amiſs themſelves, it would give a 
check to their 1ill-natured paſſions to» 
wards others, . £7 | : 

This was: the Apoſtles Argument 
which he would have 7 :«s uſe to them 
that were very mindful of other mens 
faults but. very forgetful of their 


own, In the forementioned, place, 


Tit. 3. 2. he requires them To ſpeak 
evil of no man, _ to be no: brawlers, but 
gentle, ſhewing all Meekneſs unto all 
men, and at v.3. he tells them, that 
their own faults ſhould be a Motive 
to it. For we our ſelves alſo were 
ſometimes fooliſh, diſobedient, decei- 
ved, ſerving divers Luſts and Plea- 
ares, living in Malice and Ervy, hate- 
ful, and hating one another, It may 
ſeem very 1trange, that men who had 
been guilty of 10 many faults, ſhould 
be apt to ſpeak evil and to brawl 
againſt others. And yet thisthe baſe 
nature of man 1s very prone and apt 
to, which makes tuch an exhortation 
necellary. | _ 


46 The Spirit 
As our Saviour faid to thoſe that 
accuſed the Woman of Adultery. He 
that is without fin, let him caſt the 
Firſt fone. So I may lay when a man 
is taken in a fault, let him that is 
without faults lay aſide a Spirir of 
Meeknefs, and bite and devour hin, 
. It were well if every one, (eſpe- 
cially thoſe- that want a Spirit of 
Meekneſs) had a Phylatterie with the 
Apoſtles words written upon it. /» 
many things we offend all, becauſe it 
would make men kind and gentle ro 
their Brother offender. It might make 
Chriſtian acquaintance to ſhew their 
love one towards another, by being 
kind and gentle Monitors of each 0- 
thers faults. I know very well, that 
men are apt to aggravate the faults of 
others, and to extenuate their own ; 
or otherwiſe he that takes another 
in « fault, would preſently conſider 
that it becomes him to be Gentle and 
Meek, becauſe if he hath not been guilty 
of the ſame offence, yet hemay have 
been guilty of many others, which _ 

» | Jon 
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| teſt we alſo be tempted. Peter thought 


of Meekneſs. ” 


tended as much to the diſhonour of 


God, and prejudice of the Church, 
as this which his Brother is taken 
in. | 
Beſides the faults that are paſt, we 
know not what may yet be to cone. 
I had not need to revile my Brother 
to day, who may be taken in a grea- 
ter fault to morrow ; but conſidering 


my own-aptneſs to offend, tell.him 
. of his fault with fuch a Spirit of . 


Meekneſs, as I; would have uſed to- 
wards me” This is the Apoſtles Ar- 
gument in the Text, and it is, or ſhould 


| be, a very cogent one. -Confidering 


thy ſelf, leſt thou alſo be tempted; We 
- Rked at the intollecable and 
inexpreſſible miſcheifs of Separation : 
and the Conſideration of them is apt 
to exaſperate one man againſt ano- 
ther. It is a grievous Scandal to the 
Proteſtant Religion all over the world. 
Bur yet it concerns us to ſhew a Spi- 
rit of Meekneſs towards them that 
have Separated, Confrdering our ſelves 


that 
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that he could dye rather than deny. 
his Maſter, buttemptations: prevailed 
WA. 6. 

**"There are a great many, who think 
that nothing can make them fly trom 
cheir Principles, but yet they. know 
not how far the fiery Tryal on one 
hand, and Allurements on the other 
may- prevail, by which they may 
diſhonour -their profeſſion, and bring, 


a great ſcandal to their Religion. It 


is given as 4 Reaſon why God deals 
gently with us : . Ze remembreth that 
we * are but Fleſh, and a-Wind that 
paſſeth away ; and I am ture. our weak- 
nels, and Faitability ſhould be-a great 
reaſon, why, we thould treat our Bro- 
1 - - 


"-V. We muſt reſtore our Brother 
with a Spirit of. Mecknels, that we 
may avoid occaſions of offence. A 
Spirit of Bitternes and Reviling is in 
this reſpect of more dangerous Con- 
ſequence, than men are utually aware 
of. "Thoſe that gratify their Paſſions 
F | MM" 
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| may pleaſe themſelves;! but they do 


exceedingly diſpleaſe others. 

' 1.Tt isagreat Offence to our Gover- 
nours, to-whom only ir-belongs to pu- 
niſh thoſe who are taken ina Fault.The 
civil Magiſtrate hath the Sword in 
his Hand, and therefore it- doth not 
become the People to. have. Swords 
in their - Mouths : I mean ſharp and 
cutting Reproaches. If the common 
People will undertake to Arraign, Ac- 
cuſe, and Condemn' men for their 
Faults; the queſtion” may be asked 
them, which the - Hebrew man askt 
Moſes, Exod. 2. 14. Who made thee a 
Ruler and a Fudge? We all know that 
Reviling is the next ſtep to Rebelli- 
on and- Confuſion ;. eſpecially when 
it is occaſioned by that which. is of 
publick concern, for then it is not ſo 
properly one man that-reyiles another, 
as one Party revites- another. If we 
ſhew a Spirit of Hatred againſt thoſe 
that have been of a different Opini- 
on, we ſhall make them think long 


for ar#2opportunity ro be reyenged 
| | E 


becauſe 


50 The Spirit. 
becauſe they. ſee no hopes that they 
can be reconciled. And this mult 
needs be a very great offence to the 
Magiſtrate, to. whom it belongs. to 
diſcountenance. and oppoſe all occa- 
ſions of Jarres and Conteſts, as he va- 
lues his own and the Kingdomes fafety. 
It hath alwayes been the great care 
of thoſe whom |. God hath ſet upon 
the Throne, to - keep their SubjeQs 
from exaſperating one another by op- | 
probrious Nameseſpecially when there 
hath _ been Conteſts about Religion, | 
which are of moſt dangerous conſe- | 
quence to the Government. - Queen | 
Elizabeth, taking notice of this in her 
Reign, forbids it as that which ſhe 
called the looſening of Charity which is | 
the knot of all Chriſtian Soczety ; and 
commanded that all her Subje&s thould 
forbear all vais contentions, and that 
they ſhould -not uſe 3» deſpite or rebuke | 
of any theſe convitious Words, Papiſt or | 
Heretick, Schifmatick or Sacramenta- | 
rian, It was-likewife the Command | 
of King James, that there ſhould be | 


No 


_ 


to railing againſt the Perſons of Pa- 
piſts;or Puritan. .; 
- Tn the Reign eGOur late Sotrigs 
of 'Blefed'': Memory © (wha 'might 
himfelf- be called. a: Spirit of: Metk- 
ne&)-we know very. well that, there 
were: opprobrious Names which helpt 
to \enrage one Party againſt 'agother, 
cill rhe King and. many thouſands 'of 
tus? Sobjets were deſtroyed. 
Our:dread Soveraign, fo. ſon as 
God: veftored him to his Throne, did 
not only uy an Act of Obhivion, 
that-he' might patdon all Offences 
paſt; but wk Re Declarations, and 
Charges given ta his Judges, - hath 
comanded- that there ſhould nat! 'be 
fo mich as any terms of Diftinian, 
by. which Js Subjedts might; be ar 
variahce- one with another. It. may 
thereforedeem ſomewhat ſtrange; that 
thoſe who profeſs; fo.much Loyalty 
and\;Pyty to the : King, ſhould nor 
be cateful to obey his Commands m 


_ thus,as well as inall other Declarations 


of his Boyal Will and Pleature.” ©: - 
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- Its likewiſe ia grear : Offenee to 
the Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction :+ Thoſe 
to 'whom the: -Governmeht. .of the 
Church is committed, and' to ,whom 
1t belongs to cenſiire' thoſe whorare 
Faulty.” They: are by the Rules and 
Orders of the Chtirch' to ſhew a Spi- 
rit- 'of :Meeknels, ito. admonmiſh him 
that-is taken in a'Fault upon com» 
_ Plaint made. to them; . in hopes. that 
the -Offender will reform, andthat 
there: will be no need. of farther Se- 
. . Dr: Hammond by [Tee that are-Spt 
ritual] in the Text underſtands the 
Governours of the iChurch, thoſe to 
whom the zagouera, the. gifts of the 
Spirit: were given, in order to. the dif- 
charge of their Miniſterial Fun&tion 
and: Offices; That the Apoſtle re- 
quires them not /to deal- too ſeverely, 
bur 'gently with: thoſe that have 
offended, in hopes of reclaumnmgthem. I 
may make this uſe of it. If the Go- 
vernours of the Church are to reſtore | 
Offenders with a Spirit of Meeknels, I 


_— 
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an ſure it muff needs be a juſt cauſe» 
of Offence tothem, if the —_ diC- 
cover a ſpit of Bitterneſs. '.” -' 

The People have a Rule giventhem 
by our Saviour what to do in caſe: 
of Offences, | Matth. 18. 15, 16; x7. 
Ff thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, 
go and tell him his Fault between thee 
and him alone'+ "If he ſhall hear thee, 
thou haſt gained 'thy Brother. But if 
he will not hear" thee, then take with 
thee 'one or two more ; that in the 
Mouth of two or three Witneſſes ever 
word 'may be eſtabliſhed, And if he ſhall 
Hegleft ' t6 hear: them, tell” 3f. to the 
Church, &c.'T am; fure thoſe Perſons 
are” far from '6beying the ' command 
of 'our- Saviouy, and obſerving the 
Rule which he'hath preſcribed, who 
never tell Offenders their Faults pri- 
vately but take the' firſt occaſion to 
publiſh them with the greateft' Ag- 
Sravations. ' Ahd'I am fſurethey are 
very far from” obſerving' what the 
Church requires, ' and therefore are 
themſelves very fit to'be complained 
TIN E 3 of, 
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by het-Goyernours if they obſtingte-. 
ly perſiſted in ir. There is one- Ho- 
mily' of che Church againſt Conten- 
tion; 1h which a Spirit of . Meekneſs: 
is commended, That. by 4eing Soft, 
Meth," \aird Gontle in wnſtering, we may. 
_— Advorjury with Gentle- 
neſs.z -efpeciatly Ju matters 'of Religion, 
and Gods Word, which vr} bo aſe 
with all, Moderation'and Soberneſs ; For 
zt is better to givejplace Meekly, than to 
win the Vidtory with' breach. of Charity, 
We' may \by this $6, ' what terper 
of Spirit: the Charch-, requires her 
Sons 16 be of, and :we may. con» 
clude that thoſe, who 'are of a contras. 
ry Spirit, do offend thoſe to whom it 
belongs to. cenſure Offgnders, -. 

_ 2. It 45 a great.,offence 'to. Mini- 
ters. It -hinders them, from doing 
that good which'otherwiſe they-might 
do, in convincing menof the Nece(- 
fity of uniting, and, the Reaſonable» 
neſs of a hearty Compliance with'the 
Church, as it [i5-now eſtabliſhed, A 


revil: 
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reviling reproachful- Spirit in the Peo- 
ple pry Smarn to make them lay the 
fault upon the Preacher, accordin 
to the old faying, like Prieſ# like 
People. And: if they do not, yet it 
is. enough to make them forſake the 
Church again, or come very ſeldom 
to it: And it 1s a hard caſe, that 
Miniſters muſt ask the People leave, 
whether they ſhall have an opportu- 
rity of convincing men of their Er- 
rours and Miſtakes, and treating them 
with fach a Spirit of Meekneſs as the 
Goſpel requires, and which tends to the 
reſtoring of them. . = pry 

I know it is Objected, that Mini» 
ſters have not been careful in this 
matter, but upon. all occaſions, have 
diſcovered a contrary Spirit: They 
have ſhewed ſich a Spirit of Bit- 
terneſs as might rather encourage 
Reviling than ſupprels it. 

Axſ. I cannot deny but rhere have 
been and are ſuch: Miniſters, whoſe 
Zeal for the Churches intereſt have 
_ ſofartranſported them, that they have 
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not . conſidered ſo: well as they ſhould 
have done, that they do not ſhew that 
temper of Spirit which the Goſpel re- 
quires, nor that'which anſwers theend 
which they propound to' themſelves, 
viz. The bringing of thoſe to the Com- 
munion of the Ghurch who . have 
ſeparated from it;: and: the: more firm 
Eſtabliſhment of thoſe who have not. 
-- As to the firft; Sarcaſms and 
Satyrical Reflections do commonly 
make thoſe that have: been hearers, 
whoare of wavering minds, turn their 
backs art Teaſt upon that Preacher, if 
not upon all other Miniſters of the 
Church. And as to the other,that which 
may 'be, and I hope is defign'd fo en- 
creaſe in the hearers a diſljke of Separa- 
tion, doth only more highly exaſperate 
the minds of ſome againſt Diſſenters, 
(and'I am fure ;there is no need of 
that) but is very diſpleaſing to thoſe 
that. are ſober '-and ſerious-minded 
Chrittans, I have therefore ſomtimes 
thought that if thoſe men, whoſe Parts 
and. Learning are to be'aunyred, would 
OR”? —_ 1mprove 
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improve them only 'by 'meek Inſinu- 
ations, and ſtrong and rational Ars 
guments, it would bring Diſſenters tg 
be their Auditors and Admirers, and 
might make them: prefer their | Ser- 
mons before thoſe 'which they hear 
from others. | THE. 
The Apoſtle was afraid leſt 7imothy, 
being a young. Preacher (and I ſup- 
pole they are Chiefly if not only 
ſuch who are complained of) ſhould 
be faulty in this; and therefore re- 
quires him that he ſhould look care- 
ly to the Temper of his own mind, 
which is of great moment to ever 
Chriſtian, but eſpecially to a Mints 
ſter. 2 Tim. 2.24,25. The Servant of 
the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but .be gens 
tle unto all men, apt to Teach, patis 
ent. ' In meekne/s inſtrutting them that 
oppoſe themſelves, if God peradven- 
ture will give them Repentance to the 
acknowledgment of the Truth, | 
.. However ſome few Miniſters may 
be blamed tor being toa ſevere mn 
their Expreſlions, yet I am ſure thers 
do FR are 


538 The Spirit 


are. others, 'men of the greateſt Emis 
nency in the Church, who are of 
that Meek temper which may com+ 
mend them to all good men: Such a 
*Femper as was in the Prophets of old 
time, who: could not tell how to 
deliver a harſh Meſſage; but were 
very forward to expoſtulate the caſe 
with ſinners, and to tell them their 
Faults and the puniſhment which 
| they were bringing upon themſelves, 
after ſuch a manner that there ap- 
peared no fault at all in them: Such 
as Jeremiah was, who when he was 
Cgommanded to tell the Fewes of their 
Captivity which was approaching, de- 
clared his grief for it——Netther 
have 1 defired the woful day, thou know- 
eft, Fer. 17.16. And fuch as Daniel 
was,, who when he interpreted the 
dream to Nebuchadaezzar, did: it with 
att. Aching heart. He was aftonicd 
and his thoughts troubled him. They 
are of that Temper which the Apo- 
file was of himſelf, and which he re- 
quires ſhould be in 7imothy, pm 
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other Miniſters of the Goſpel. And 
they have had very great ſucceſs, for 
by treating men wath a Spirit of Meek- 
neſs, they have brought many Pro- 
{elites to: the Church. It 1s. well 
known that many who have. Diſlen- 
ted, coming but accidentally to hear 
them, have . been ſo ſatisfied as. to 
return no more to the wayes of Se- - 
paration. And what a great Offence 
muſt it needs be to thoſe Miniſters, if 
the People ſhall diſcourage thoſe from 
frequenting the Church, who may 
be ſo treated there, as to have de- 
light in her Miniſters and her Com- 
munion. 

3. It is a great Offence to all 
Sober, Pious, and Orthodox Chri- 
ſtians, who are Conformable to the 
Orders of the Church. It is their 
hearty deſire, and earneſt Prayers to 
God, that thoſe who have Diſſented 
may return to the Communion of the 
Church, and that they may be treat- 
ed with the Spirit of Meekyeſs. It 
1s the grief of their hearts, to © 
x | what 
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what cauſcleſs Diviſions there are a-' 
mongſt us ; and therefore they can-' 
not but rejoyce at, any opportuni- 
ty which may tend to the healing 
of them. 1. dare fay that thoſe who 
have been. guilty of Reviling, are 
none of thoſe many hundreds of 
Communicants who meet every 
Moxeth at the Lords Table; but are 
ſuch who abſent from the Sacra- 
ment ; and this Spirit of Bitterneſs 
which they do diſcover, ſhews that 
they are not fit to come to it. As 
T am fare they are a very bad fort 
of men, ſo I' hope the number of 
them is not great. Whoever they 
are, they are a great Offence to al 
Pious and Good Chriſtians, who hear 
of their ill Deportments: which may 
be of good uſe to thoſe that have been 
ill treated by them, that they ſhould 
not be diſcouraged by thoſe Miſcar- 
riages which are as offenſive to us 
as they are to them, And it ſhouſd 
be of good uſe to them that have 
been guilty in this matter: They 
| ſhoulg 
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ſhould conſider, that (as our Saviour 
ſaid to; his Furious Diſciples) they 
know not what Spirit they are of. They 
do not conſider that it is neither 
pleaſing' to Magiſtrates, nor Miniſters, 
nor yet tq any good Chriſtians who 
are of the Communion of the Church 
and who are as great Enemies to 
Diviſion and Separation as they can 
be. But 

It 1s a great and unwarranta- 
ble Offence to thoſe who have Diſ- 
ſented. We are, as I have already 
mentioned, to ſhew all Meekneſs un- 
to all men, and we are exceedingly 
to rejoyce 1n any opportunity of ex- 
preſling Love - and, Kindneſs. It is a 
very great miſtake, if any think that 
a man cannot ſhew -Reſpet and 
Kindneſs ; to another, - but he muſt 
be a favourer of his Opinion. We 
may eaſily propound [to our ſelves 
ſufticient-Reaſon, why we ſhould Love 
every man, let his Judgment be what 
it will; and I am fare, -that there is 
the greater neceſlity of ſhewing -” 
: NC 
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neſs to thoſe who have -/Dilſented, 
that we may be the better able to 
reify their Judgments and to con- 
vince them of - their: Miſtakes. 

But more particularly ; There are 
three things hinted in the Text, why 
weſhould not offend ſuch, but reſtore 
them with: a" Spirit of Meehneſs. 
x. The firſt I take from the Apo- 
ſtles Compellation, Brethren.- As he 
' gives that Title to the' Galatians who 
had been exceedingly to blame for 
indulging their Errors and ' Miſtakes, 
fo - ſhould we to thoſe that have ſepa- 
rated from ns. 1 know the Devil 
(as I have already mentioned) 'hath 
by his Fadtors' abroad, ſent other 
Names amongſt us, and they paſs very 
readily ; but if we look- itito the 
Sertptures, and conſult : the: | Gol> 
pel, we ſhall-find that our Saviour, 
and his Apoſtles hath- only furniſhed 
us with ſuch- Titles as fignifie Love, 
fych'as may oblige and win upon 
thoſe that have- erred, and: not fuich 
as may provoke or diſcourage them. 
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It is true that when .our Saviour 
ſpeaks: of thoſe who have ſo offend- 
ed, that they will not -be reclaimed 
by the ſecret Admonitions of him 
whom' they have reſpaſſed again. 
(which is an Argument of a m 
ſweet and pleaſant temper of mind, 
and therefore ſhewes: that the offetd- 
ing Perſon is very ſtubborn and Ob- 
ſtinate,) nor regard-'the counſel 'of 
one or two more (who come as well to 
plead with them that they may amend, 
as to be witneſſes againft them -if 
they continue obſtinate) nor regard 
the Publick Complaints'made againſt 
them to the Church,.: (which: 1s the 
laſt remedy) his direQtion is, That ſuch 
ſhould be accounted: as a Heathen 
Man, and, a Publican, that is, their So» 
ciety - ſhould be avoided, and they 
ſhould have noCommunion with them 
Moro man plai Ads 
Para upon Place, Look upon 
him. as a deſperate deplored Ss 
for the cenſures of the Church to. overe 
take him, Our Saviour faith, If thy 
Brother 
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BrortHz = offend thee,& thou baſt gain- 
. e4 thy BroTHE Rs, which ſhews that 
when men have offended they muſt not 
preſently. be caſt off with Wrath and 
"Indignation, - but there muſt be the 
Love of a Brother {till continuing, and 
jt. muſt appear.in the Methods: which 
are to. be-:uſed-for. the reclaiming of 
him. The reafon why our Saviour 
Te&quires that he , ſhould- be told his 
fault privately, is, that he may. be re- 
claimed,” and not be expoſed to any 
thame. or Reproach for what he hath 
done, by which a man ſthews the 
Love and 'Tengderneſs of . a Brother. 
Bet I am ſure 4 are very far from 
obſerving thisRule, and from expreſ- 
Gog:this Love and Tenderneſs-of a 
Brother, who never tell men. their 
faults privately, nor with' one or two 
more, , but take 'occaſion to upbraid 
them with-their faults publickly,and ir 
isatthat time too when they aremend- 
ivg_- their faults; and therefore do- not 
{d,much as.. want .a privaze-admoni- 
tion.” I do the rather mention this 
TA of 
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of our Saviour, becauſe though it ſeems 
to relate only to perſonal Offences, 
If thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, 
&c. Yet doubtleſs it is to be undere 
ſtood of any Offences whatſoever, 
becauſe they give occaſion to Chri- 
ſtians to exerciſe their Charity ro- 
wards the ſouls. of their Brethren, as 
well as any perſonal Offence com- 
mitted by them. 

The: Apoſtles followed this Rule 
of our Saviour, and required that 
whatſoever Offences men were guil- 
ty of, yet {till they were to be ac- 
counted Brethren, and the Love of a 
Brother was to be ſhewed to. them. 
I will mention but one, and it hath ' 
a Special relation to the caſe that I 
have in hand, 2 Theſ. 3. v. 14. 15. 
And if any one obey not our word by 
this Epiſtle, note that Man, and have 
no company with him, that he may be 
aſhamed; and what followes? Does the 
Apoſtle by this encourage them to. 
caſt Contgnpt and Scorn upon him 
whereſoever they ſee him? No, but 

requts 
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requires that there ſhould be a ten- 
der Love ſhewed to him, Tet count 
him not as an enemy, but adnoniſh him 
as a Brother. "Theſe two verſes have 
2 fpeciat relation to that which goes 
before at the 1 1th. verſe, For we hear 
that there are ſome which walk among 
you diſorderly, working not at all, but 
are buſy-bodies. There were ſuch perſons 


amongſt the 7heſſalonians as we have 


too many of them amongſt us ; who 
are diſorderly perſons,: that had rather 
mind any other bufinefs than that 
which belongs to them; and inſtead 
_ of minding their work, they are dif- 
puting the Orders of the Church, and 
by what Authority it is, that the 
Governours of it requires this or that 
to be done, for which there is no 
expreſs Rule. Such perſons as theſe 
are, muſt needs be exceedingly offen- 


ſive to the Governours of the Church; 


becauſe of their Haughtineſs and Inſo- 
fency : And they muſt needs be very 
Offenſive to ll Religioug® Members 
of the Church, becauſe they _— 
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the Peace, Unity, and Harmony 
which ſhouſd be.amongſt the Wor- 
ſhippers of God. But however though 
their Offences were ſo great, that o- 
ther Chriſtians of better Tetnpers 
were to avoid their company, yet 
when! occaſion was offered they were 
to adinoniſh them as Brethren ; _ as 
thoſe for whom they ſtill retained a 
great Love, and hearty Defire for their 
good, We ought to retain a Love 
for them, in reference to their tem- 
poral Concerns, and to be very ſorry 
rhar they ſhould incur any Penalty 
which may tend to the impoveriſh- 
ing of themſelves and Families : This 
common Ingenuity requires of us, and 
therefore' much more doth Chriſtia- 
nity requite it. And we ought more 
eſpecially to be concerned for their Spi- 
ritual *4nd eternal Welfare ; becauſe 
rhey_ are our Brethren,” and they. are 
_ called, 16 from that Refation, which 

we 'bear unto our Heavenly Fa- 
m_ ” | 
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Z. A ſecond Intimation whichThave 
from the Text is from the Word © 
weangi7, ' AS the Galatians were 0©- 


vertaken in a Fault, ſo we miwſt 


account thoſe to have been 
likewiſe, who have diſſented from 
us. There is a great difference between 
Errors of Judgment and Errors of 
Practice. When men are guilty of 

Errors of Practice, they are Wilful 


and Obſtinate, and act quite contrary 


to their own Principles,for they know 
they are wrong, and offer violence to 
their own Conlſctences; and yet they 
are to be treated with a Spirit of 
Meeknefſs, that they may be made ſen- 
ſible of their Wickedneſs, and reclaim- 
ed without puniſhment by the Execu- 


. tion of Laws againſt them, if it can 


be effected. And if theſe men (of 
whom it cannot properly be ſaid, that 
they were overfaken in a Fault, becauſe 
they knew the Fault before ; they 
commited it) are to be treated with 
a Spirit of Meeknefs in the fiſt place, 
much more then are they to be dealt 
_ tenderly 
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tenderly with, of whom it may ve- 
ry properly be faid, that they were 
Overtaken. | 

No man runs wilfully into an Error 


of Judgment, but it is through Weak- 


neſs and Ignorance, and Jnability of 
mind, for which he 1s to be pitied. 
The minds of Men are liable to ſuch 
errors and miſtakes, that ſometimes 
men have thought” that they have 
done well, when they have done the 
worſt Adts.Our Saviour faid to his Dil- 
Ciples, Fohn 16. 2. The time cometh that 
whoſoever killeth you, will think that he 
doth God Service. His Expreſſion is not, 
whoſoever killeth you will fay, but he 
will :hink that he doth God Service. 


- Tt ſhall be according to the perſwaſion 


of his Mind. His erroneous Concience 
will tell him that he doth God ſervice, I 
may mention a yery ſtrange Error 
which takes place in our dayes, and 
does great miſchief to the Church. 
There are thouſands among(t us, who 
ſpeak very reverently of our firſt Re- 
formers from Popery; that do exceed- 
_ _ ingly 
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ingly honour their memories; and 
yet they flie as far from the Refor- . 
mation that was eſtabliſhed by them, 
as if to return to it were to re- 
turn to Popery, and all that they 
did ſignified nothing, but only to 
that age in which they lived. All the 
Alterations and Amendments, which 
have been made ſince their time, ſig- 
nifies nothing, but their orders muſt 
be wholly thrown away. How little 
did thoſe Holy and Learned Men 
think, that ſuch things would come 
to paſs ; I'mention theſe Inſtances, be- 
cauſe ſome men will not be perſiwa- - 
ded, that there is any thing but Wil- 
fulneſs and Obſtinacy that 1s the cauſe ' 
of mens diſſenting, and therefore they 
ought not to be 'treated with a Spirit 
of: Meeknels. 

We ought in this caſe to call to 
remembrance the years that are paſt, 
to conſider how men were affright- 
ed by their Teachers at any thing ' 
that did but in the leaſt, countenance 
Contormity to the Church of En- 
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gland. "They were brought up in 
a Diſlike, or rather an Abhorrence to 
the Rules and Orders of it. They 
engaged themſelves in a Communi- 
on with men of other per{waſions, 
and made choice of a Miniſter 
to. be their Paſtor, who Diſlented 
from the Church. Nay it may be 
they are good men, and were con- 
verted by that Miniſter or ſome 
other of the ſame perſwaſion, from 
the ways of Wickedneſs to the prac- 
tice of Religion. It is well quoted 
by a late Learned Writer for the 
Church, 1» the Diviſion of hearts that 
are in the World, it is certain that 
ſome good may difſent. If we conſi- 
der what Educations men have had, 
and what Principles have been in- 
ſtiFd into their minds, we may well 
conclude that they were over- 
taken in the fault of Separation, and 
not that it was a wilful Choice, and 
therefore they are to be treated with 
the Spirit of Meekneſs. | 


Beſides 
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Beſides, we ought likewiſe ro-con- 
ſider, as a Conſequent of this, that 
Errors of Judgment being deeply fixt, 
and having been of long continu- 
ance, are not eaſily removed. When 
men have entertain'd an Errour, how 
weak and: unaccountable ſoever it 
be, ' yet it is truth tothem, and there- 
fore they are very loath' tp part 
with it. In this caſe, he is mad 
who thinks he can ſcold a man out 
of his Opinion, or that Reviling him 
will reſtore him. There muſt be a- 


' nother arid a milder way uſed : He 


that would retifie a mans Judgment, 
muſt uſe his utmoſt endeavour to get 
firſt -into his -Aﬀection. © The. 4po- 
file faith, Rom. 15. 2. Let every one 
of us pleaſe: his Neighbour, for his good 
to Edification. '* He that would do 
good to another man, -he that deſires 
his Edification, that he--may be built 
up in the Faith, and that. he may 
grow in Grace and Knowledg, muſt 
do all that he can--or may, to pleaſe 
hun. Their jnfirmities muſt be born 
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| withal (according tq what the Apo- 


ſtle faith in the toregoing verſe) and 
nothing muſt be done to diſcourage 
them. A man that hath indulgd 
an Errour, will ſcarcely hear what 


another man faith, who hath no kind- 


neſs for him: It is to be queſtioned 


'whether he will be convincd by him 


that hath. Remarkable to this pur- 
= 15 that forementioned place, 2 
im. 2. 25. 1n Meekneſs inſtrudti 
them that oppoſe themſelves, if God 
peradventure - will give them Repen- 
tance to the acknowledgment of the truth. 
Dot. Hammonds Paraphraſe upon 
rhe place is thus, with great Calm- 
neſs and temper, dealing with thoſe that 
gre of different Opinions from us, though 
in oppoſing us they oppoſe the Truth, as 
counting it not impoſſible, or hopeleſs, 
but by the Grace of God they may be 
brought to Repentance, and ſo come to 
acknowledge the Truth at length. 
' There are Three things very fit for 
us to take notice of, in what the 
Apoſtle faith. Firſt, That to ſhew 
WE os 2 
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a Spirit of Meekneſs, is the beſt way 
to deal with men of different Opi- 
nions from us: If any thing prevails 
with them, that will. If we think 
to deal otherwiſe with them, it is 
the way to make them oppoſe the 
Truth ful, and us likewiſe, and all 


that we can fay to recover them. 


Secondly, When we deal with men 
after this manner, Meekly' and Gent- 
ly, yet it is but a Peradventure whe» 
hes it will have any good effect up- 
on them, becauſe men are commonly 
Ib wedded to their Opinions, that they 
art not fo long as they live. Thirdly, 
He that uſeth a Spirit of Meekneſs 
hath moſt reaſon to expect the af- 
fiſtance of Gods Grace, who as1 have 
already ſhewed, requires that Temper 
of mind, and delights in thoſe that 
have it. 

If we conſider, that he that hath 
diſſented is not only our Brother, but 
likewiſe that he hath been overtaken 
m a Fault, we are not only obliged 
to treat him with a Spirit of Meekneſs 
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from a principle of. Love and Ingg- 
nuity, but from the Neceſlity of the 
Caſe; becauſe it is qur Duty to uſe 
our utmoft endeavour to reſtore hum, 
and a Spirit of Meekneſs makes. ys 
moſt fit to effec it. _ 

There is ſomewhat which may be 
conſidered from the word «e7agrite ini 
the text, which I rold you, ſignifies 
the Setting of a bone thar is broken, 
or out of joynt. Thoſe that have been 
taken in the fault of Diſſeating may 
be in great pain, they may have an 
aching Mind, which is worſe and far 
more painful than an aching Limb. It 
muſt be acknowledged, that nothing 
is ſo tender. as the mind and conſct 
ence 1s { although ir ought to- be 
conſidered that there is nothing more 
apt to error, and men mult have a 
care that it be guided by a Rule; 
and that from the tenderneſs of it, men 
do not ſtart at the performance of 
what is their Duty, for fear of hurt- 
ing it) and therefore we ought to 
dcal gently and tenderly with them 


nn 
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- as he that ſets a bone. They have 
received 1Jl Principles, and have 


> DIS" EEE rao > > 


thought it their duty to ſeparate from 
us, and that they ſhould diſpleaſe God 
by having Communion with us; and 
although they are in ſome meaſure 
fatisfied, yet they are ſtill in ſome Fear 
& Doubt ; like a man whoſe bone s ſet, 
but he hath not recovered his ſtrength. 
It is very great unkindneſs, or I may 


- fay, Cruelty to revile a man who 1s 


under any diſcompoſure of mind. Be- 


ſides, as it is a thing greivous in it 


ſelf, ſo it may be in another reſpect; 
becauſe it is a means to encreaſe his 
pain which he had before. He was 


afraid'leſt he ſhould do amiſs by joyn- 


ing in Communion with us, and this 
dl carriage towards him encreaſes his 
fear, and ſo puts him to more pain. 
There is no queſtion bur that any Al- 
teration in matters of Religion and 
the Worſhip of God, meets with great 
aching and regret of mind. We 'may 
eaſily underſtand it by making the 
caſe to' be our own, Suppoſe: that 
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we ſhould be required no longer to 
WorſhipGod by a Publick form(which 
we count moſt ſolid and ſubſtantial, 
and 1s a great advantage to our De- 
\otion,) but ſhould be required to joyn 
with thoſe that uſe Extemporary pray- 
ers, and it appears to us that they 
have not conſidered before hand what 
they ſhould ſay when they ſpeak to 
the Great and Holy God; it would be 
a great Trouble to us, eſpecially if we-- 
had ever doubted whether we might 
joyn withſuch men, & in ſuch Prayers. 
The Caſe is the ſame ; for 
the trouble of a mans 1nind 1s ac- 
cording only to the Opinion which he 
hath received, which he 1s not apt 
to make any doubt of: A Few or 4 
Turk, or I may ſay a Heathen-1dola- 
ter is as much in pain if you require 
him to alter his Opinion, as he that 
bath the greateſt evidence for his Re- 
ligion, and gives the moſt fatisfacto- 
ry Reaſon for his way of Worſhipping 
God. We muſt reſtore our Brother 
with a Spirit of Meeknelſs becauſe he 
| Is 
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is in pain 4bowt his being reſtored. 
That which now remaines ts, that 

T make fome Inferences by ' way of 

Application. 


"E It is of great moment, that men 
be very carctul and diligent in exa- 
mining the Temper of their own 
finds, for if they be not,” they may 


. not only be.in __ danger, asto their 


own' immortal Souls, but do great 
Aſchiefs' to others, and particularly 
to that Canfe which they would i. 
Vance. Moſt certain ir is, that every 
mar may be taken in a Fault, and it 
s as certain thir every man is not 
fit to telf others of their Faults. He 


muſt. have'a great command of his - 


own mind; and be of an excellent 
irriper, who e#pe@s to have any in- 
flxence upon' the mind of another that 
hath'donearnils; Thoſe thathave been 
faulty mult bereproved for theirFaults, 
but there muift be'Love and Kindneſs 
tempered” with the reproof,” or' elſe 
it wittobly provoke, and not __ 
: An 
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And this is not all, but he muſt be a 
good man himſelf who would make 
another good, and he that hath of> 
fended muſt believe him to be ſo. Da- 
vid faith, Pal. 141. 5. Let the righte- 
ous ſmite me, it ſhall be a kindneſs : and 
let him reprove me, it ſhall be an excet- 
lent Oyl which ſha!l not break my head. 
Where note there are ſome that ſmite, 
andit is no kindneſs; there is nothing 
| but Malice and Hatred in it. There 
iS a Reproof which breaks the head, 
and doth rather enrage the Offender 
than prevail with him to mend his 
faults. Where the reproof comes from 
a good man, it 1s as an excellent 
Oy! which doth not break the head. The 
Pfalmiſtalludes toaCuſtome which was 
in ancient time, to anoint the head 
with Oyl which caſt a fragrant ſmell: 
It was wont to be uſed {eſpecially at 
the times of feaſting, and of great 
\ mirth and triumph, and to be omits 
fed when there was occafion of falt- 
: ing and humiliation. So that the 
: meaning of the P/ſaimiſt is very high, 
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Let him reprove me, and it ſhall be an 
excellent Oyl: It: ſhall be {iweet and 
pleaſant and joyful to me that I have 
ſuch a friend that ſhews ſuch true Love 
and Kindneſs to me, as to reprove me 
for my Faults. 7t ſpall not break my 
head. As kind Reproofs are figura- 
tively called Oy/, fo Words are figu- 
ratively called Blows, which offer 
oreat violence, and do great hurt to 
men. It was Job's complaint to his 
Friends, who did not treat him kindly, 
Job. 19.2. ow long will ye vex my 
Soul, and break me 'in peices with 
words, There are ſome men whoſe 
Reproofs are accompanied with ſo 
much Rage and Bitterneſs, that they 
may be faid to break the head, z. e. 
they are a very great Afront or injury 
to a Man, . or . as a more uſual ex- 
preflion, is they cut men to the Heart. 
But the Reprooſs of thoſe who are 
good men, are expreſt with ſo much 
Loveand Tendernels, and deſire of do- 
ing good to the offending perſon, that 
they are as an excellent Qyl, both 
| >. Wooeat 


1 
c 
ql 
t 


of Meekneſs. T 


ſweet and healing, which offers no 
injury, nor are they taken ſo, but 
are very obliging. David thought 
himſelf ſo exceedingly oblig'd by 
them, that he reſolves to requite them, 
by being a Friend in adverſity to 
him that reproved him. And there- 
fore it followes, My Prayer ſhall be in 
their Calamities, Some men when 
they are reproved for their faults, are 
of ſuch a malicious nature and dif- 
poſition, that they rejoyce at any e- 
vil which befals their Reprovers, and 
take that opportunity to inſilt over 
them : But he would take that op- 
portunity to expreſs his Obligations 
by praying to God for them. 
He that reproves -another- muſt be 

a good man himſelf, or elſe it is very 
doubttul wherher he can reſtore his 
Brother : Eſpecially where the Fault is 
an Error of Judgment, and relates 
to matters of Opinion. If a man that 
is ſcandalous in his Converſation, re- 
proves a Schiſmatick, he will be rea- 
dy to tell him, that he is fitter to be 
G repro» 
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reproved himſelf, than to reprove 0- 
'thers; and that he is not a man fit 
to diſpute matters of Religion, who 
hath nothing of the Power of it pre» 
yalling in his own mind. 

Some men when they have taken 
another in a fault, ſhould deſire others 
to reprove them. who are more fit to 
doit, rather than undertake it them- 
felves ;- for otherwiſe it may be that 
mſtead of mending one fault, there 
may [be two more added to'it: One 
in theReprover,and anotherin the Ot- 
fender. The Reprover will beina paſ- 
fion, - and diſcover a froward Spirit, 
and that's one Fault; and he rhat hath 
offended may be enraged by it, and 
not reſtored, and'that's another. There 
are:two faults added to that one,which 
might-have been amended by a Spirit 
of Meel:nets. Or if T may allude once 
more to the word zalapiide: He that 
reſtores is as one that ſets a Bone, but 
a provoking Reprover is like one that 
tampers with the Patient, and only 
puts hum to more pain : Or —_ - 
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ſtead'of ſetting one bone he breakes 
another : Inſtead of mending a fault 
he makes more. As the caſe may 
be, he that reproves another may, 
for want of a Spirit of Meekneſs, be 
in a worſe fanlt than he was: 1n, 
whom' he ſhould have reſtored, and 


may do more hurt to the Church and 
to Rehgion. FF, 


TI. When one man takes another 
in a Fault, let him take care that there 
be reſpe& had to the nature of the 
Oltence'which the perſon is guilty of. 
Whatſoever the Crime be, a Brother 
and a Fellow-Chriſtian 1s to reſtore 
with a Spirit of Meekneſs ; bur there 
are ſome who are of ſuch furious Spi- 
rits, thar the Spirit of Meekneſs is 
laid afide upon every ſmall occafion 
of Offence. Chriſtians ſhould have a 
great care, that they avoid a cenfort- 
ous Spirit, by-which every Offence 
is repreſented 'with- the greateſt ag- 
gravations that it is capable of, and 
lometimes far greater. We fhould 
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treat Offenders (and I am ſure that 


is the way to reſtore them) as the 
Apoſtle treated the men of Athens, 
Acts 17. 22. Te men of Athens, / per- 
ceive that in all things yee are too ſu- 
perſtitious. He might have told them 
that they were Idolatrous, which is a 
far greater crime. It is faid, v. 16. 
His Spirit was ſtirred in him, when 
he ſaw the City wholly given to Idola- 
try. He was exaſperated to ſee ſuch 
Learned men Worſhipping falſe Gods ; 
and yet it appears that. his Spirit 
was very Meek and Calm when he 


applyes himfelf to:them to tell them 


of their Faults. He doth not fay yee 
1dolaters, but yee men of Athens; and 
he only charges them with Superſtiti- 
tion, becaule probably it he had 
charged them with the Worſhip of 
falſe Gods, their Spirits would have 


been ſo exaſperated againſt him, as 


not to regard the force of lus ſtrong 
Arguments, by which he endeavour- 
ed to convince them of the true God, 
and that Jeſus whom he Preacher to 
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them was the Son of God. Super” 
ſtition is nothing but what the Wor” 
ſhippers of the true God may be guil- 
ty of: It is mens making Conſcience 
where no conſcience is to be made 
and their being aftgid in matters of 

eligion, and the Worſhip of God, 
where no fear is ; when men account 
that to be their Duty, and are afraid 
to -negle& it, for which there is no 
Rule. This is bad and blame-worthy 
enough, but ngt to be ons ps tq 
Hdelatry. As the Apoſtle uſed a mild 
Reproof, when he had taken the Athe- 
ans in a great fault, and rather ex- 
tenyates than aggravates it, in hopes 
that he ſhould the better prevail with 
them, ſo ſhould we do tq our fellow 
Chriſtian. Men muſt have a care of 
a cenforious aggravating Spirit. They 
muſt not look upon the faults of 
their Brother through a multiplying 
glaſs, but deal charitably, as men who 
themſelves are apt to offend, and 
would not have the worſt conſtructi- 
on put ypon their own actions. Men 
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in caſe of Faults, eſpecially where they | 


are not palpably notorious, ſhould fay 
as Jacob faid to his Sons, concerning 
the Money found in their ſacks, Gey, 
43. 12. :Peradventure it was an over- 


fight. There is nothing more com- 


mon (in this cenforious age) than 
for men to condemn thoſe as guilty 
of the greateſt Crimes, whom the 
Judge upon a fair Tryal acquits as 
innocent. | | | 

' In the caſe of Faults we ſhould 


ſhew a Spirit of Mcekneſs, by doing 
as the upjuſl Steward did in the Pa- 


rable, Luke 16, 6. The man that owed 


a hundred Meaſures of Oyl, was to fit 
down and write fifty. We muſt not 


look at the Faults of others with Ag- 
gravations but Extenuations, and that 
muſt needs be a mighty Advantage to 
| the reſtoring of him, becauſe it 'is a 
great Obligarion upon him : Eſpecial- 
ly if his guilty conſcience tells. him, 
- that he deſerved. to be dealt with 
more roughly. But ſome men are all 
for Severity : , If the Offender owes 
he: fifty 
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fifty, they cry write him down a hun» 
dred, or a thouſand, Ruine himz: for 
he deſerves no favour. 


ITE. Let men take heed, that thev 
do not deal unjuſtly, by charging the 
fault of him that is Guilry, upon ano- 
ther who is Innocent : Or, (to come 
nearer to what I deſign) Let not the 
faults which have been committed 
by ſome particular perſons, be char- 
ged upon a whole Socjety. Some are 
10 unjuſtly ſevere, that 1t one be taken 
in a Fault, they are preſently for pu- 
niſhing all that fort of men ; as if when 
one Malefactor is taken, all muſt dye 
that have been in his company or of 
his acquaintance, although they know 
nothing of that for which he 1s tound 
guilty. I know very well that in 
tome cafes, when one. of a Society is 
taken in a fault, there may be a ne- 
ceſlity of a watchful eye upon therelt ; 
becauſe it may be fuſpeted that Com- 
panions are alike, and that they are 
all infected with the fame bad Prin- 
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ciples: Which I ſhall have occaſion 
to ſpeak more of: before I conclude 
this diſcourſe. But this is not a Rule 
in all caſes, nor doth it juſtifie the 
unjuſt Severities of thoſe, who condemn 
a .whole - Society for the faults of 
ſome particular perſons. There are 
grievous inſtances of this nature, and 
tych as have been of moſt: pernict- 
qus conſequenceto the Church, which 
ought to be confidered and amended 
on both ſides. On one hand, if there 
_ be any that profeſs. themſelves to be 
the Sons of the Church .of England, 
who are of ſcandalous lives, the whole 
number .of them is preſeatly -.con- 
demned. If there be ſome particular 
perſons that are vicious, although the 
Miniſters of the Church .do ſharply 
reproye them, & although. it appears 
that the Church hath taken all poſ- 
{ible care, that men.may walk-in the 
wayes of Godlineſs, _ yet - it ſhall be 
lookt upon, as ,a general caſe, . and 
that there is no-care taken to pre- 
vgat or amend it, And,. to be ſure, 
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if there be but one ſcandalous Mini- 
ſter ina City, it fhall refletupon the 
whole Clergy. This is moſt unjuſt and 
unchriſtian, and makes the Innocent 
grewous - ſufferers for the Guilty : 
They ſuffering in their good Name tor 
the offences of theſe. It is to accuſe 
thoſe as guilty of the faults of others, 
who are ſo far from -partaking of 
them, that' they mourn in ſecret for 
them. It 1s to caſt a reflection uponthe 
Church, which is the Spouſe of Chriſt, 
and a ſorrowtul Mother, becauſe ſhe 
hath ſome ſuch Children who are re- 
bellious, and diſobedient to her Lay's 
and Ordinances. | | 
- On the other hand, in the inſtance 
of the late horrid Plot and Conſpiracy 
againſt the Lite of our Soveraign, who 
is the Breath of our Noſtrils, nothing 
will fatisty ſome men but to conclude, 
that all that diſſent are more or leſs. 
concerned in it; Whereas we have 
great reaſon to hope; and I have ſome 
reaſon to ſpeak it, that it hath been 
of yery good Conſequence to ſome of 
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the Diſſenters, who were ſo ſtartled 
and amazed at it, that they have ac- 
knowledged the Kings Commands for 
the execution of his Laws againſt 
them, to be both juſt and neceſſary. 
Thus doth unjuſt and unchriſtian 
Cenſoriouſneſs prevail, for want of a 
Spirit of Meekneſs. Let men rhere- 
fore take heed, that they do not charge 
the Innocent of being faulty ; for oft 
times it happens to be ſo, and he that 
abhors the Fault which another is guil- 
ty of, is reviled and accuſed after a 
moſt unchriſtian manner. This is a 
very dreadful thing. If he that is ta- 
ken in a fault muſt be reſtored with 
a Spirit of Meekneſs, what a great 
fault is he guilty of, who treats him 
with a Spirit of Reviling and Bitter- 
neſs, who 1s taken in no fault at all. 


IV. I would go a ſtep higher. Let 
men take heed, that they do: not call 
- that a Fault which is commendable, 
and praiſe-worthy, and then lay aſide 
a Spirit of MeckneſS too, Some men 
are 
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are reviled for that, for which they 
ought to be praiſe. "There are ſome 
very good men who are dealt withal 
as Hannah was, 1 Sam. 1. 14,15. She 
was falſly accuſed, and it is worth 
our obſervation, that it was by EF, 
who was a very good man. It is the 
great fault of many good men, that 
. they are very apt to cenſure and 
' judge amiſs of others, whom they 
ought to have a high Value and Efteem 
for. And although it may proceed 
from a Jealouſie, which is cauſed by 
their abhorrence of that which 1s 
evil,. yet it is by no means to be juſti- 
fied.Eli ſaid unto her how long wilt thou be 
drunken ? put away thy wine from thee : 
And obſerve what ſhe replyed; And 
Hannah anſwered and ſaid,no my Lord,T 
am a Woman of a ſorrowful Spirit : T have 
drunk neither Wine nor Strong Drink but 
have poured out my Soul before the Lord. 
Count not thine handmaid for a daughter 
of Belial ; for out of the abundance of 
my complaint aud grief have I ſpoken. 
hitherto. One would think that E1; 
hs EP ſhould 
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ſhould have asked her, what it was 
that ſhe was doing ; for though it had 
been very ill to have diſturbed her 
in her Devotion by asking her any 
queſtion, . yet it was ten times worſe 
to charge her of being guilty of one 
of the fouleſt ſins, when thee was per- 
forming to-God one of the moſt ac- 
ceptable Duties : To logd her with an 
unjuſt Accuſation, when her Soul was 
burthened 'with Grief and Sorrow. 
Yet this is {6metimes the lot of thoſe 
that are good ; of which many In- 
ſtances may be given. And good 
men and women may well be content 
to bear it, for it was that which our 
Saviour met withal when he was in 
the world. When he went into the com- 
pany of Sinners, that he might Call 
them to Repentance, he was, accuſed 
of being a Friend to them, as they 
were Sinners, and guilty of the ſame 
Sins likewiſe. They ſaid, behold, a 
man gluttonous, and.. a Wine-bibber, 
a friend of Publicans and Sinners, Mat. 
Ig. v. 19, As this was our Saviours 
yp eds Les Lot 
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Lot when he was in the World, 
ſo it is likewiſe of many that are 
Holy and Religious Members of his 
Church amongſt us. 'There are ma- 
ny, who becauſe of ſome outward 
Deportments, (which are Expreſſions 
of that inward Reverence, which they 
have for God in their minds, and by 
which they ſhew likewiſe that Bo- 
dily as well as Mental Reverence 
which is due to God) have been and 
- arecalled,Popiſh, and Superſtitious,and 
reviled, as if they were Vile. men, 
when, as Hannah did, they are Pour- 
ing out their Souls to God, with the 
greateſt Zeal, and moſt fervent De- 
votion. Thoſe who accuſe them, if 
they converſed with them, might 
have cauſe to account them the moſt 
Pious, and Charitable Chriſtiaps, ſo 
far as it is poſlible for men to judg, 
But this is a great Unhappineſs, and 
doth exceedingly aggravate the Fault 
of the Cenforious: They will not 
charge a man of his ſuppoſed faults, 
by which they may be my" 4 
ex 
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their miſtakes, but rail againſt them and 
'Revile them abroad whereſoever they 
come. Though £17 was to blame in 
-eharging Hannah fallly, yet he was to 
becommended much more for accuſing 
-Her-to her face, rhan if he had ta- 
ken it for granted, that ſhe was guil- 
ty of it, and then reproacht her by 
an urhuſt Defamation behind her back. 
He-fpake. his mind to her, and was 
fatisfied - that he had been miſtaken, 
and faid to her, Go #1 peace and the 
God of Iſrael grant thee thy Petition, 
that 'thou haſt asked of him. If thoſe 
that- accuſe others, would converſe 
with them, and tell them of what 
they think to be a fault in them, they 
might, poſſibly, be ſatisfied that 
there was no fault but a commenda- 
ble practice which they ought to 
imitate. | 

There are others likewiſe, who 
have been accuſed, as our Saviour 
was, of being Vicious, becauſe they 
have been in the Company of ' Vi 
cious- men, although they never 
p COM= 
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comply'd with them in any thing 
that is bad, but have taken all oc- 
caſions toreprove and admoniſh them, 
Thus have men been injur'd in their 
Reputations, by falſe Aſperſions, both 
as to their Principles, and their Prac- 
tices, when both of them have been 
very commendable. And if it be a 
Chriſtian Duty to reſtore him that 


is taken in a fault, with a Spirit of 


Meekneſs, 'how Unchriſtian are they 
who make a Vertue to be a fault, and 
condemn it with a' Spirit of Bitterneſs. 


V.T muſt add to all this, that 
thoſe who are fo ready to accuſe 
the Innocent, and to condemn thoſe 
that are religious and good Men, 
are commonly ſuch as are guilty 
of very great Faults themſelves, 
and yet will not be reſtored, nor en- 
dure-ſo much as to be' told of their 
faults. We commonly find thoſe that 
are moſt faulty. themſelves, finding, 
moſt Faults with others. They do 
not ſo much as ke @ mote in their 

| Brothers 
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Brothers eye, and yet they find great 
Fault with him ; and in the: mean 
while they muſt not be ſo much as 
told of a very great Beam that is in 
their own eye. If thoſe that are Spi- 
ritual are required to reſtore them 
that are faulty with a Spirit of Meek- 
. meſs, what a moſt notorious fault 
is it when they that are Carnal, 
treat thoſe that are Spiritual, 
whom they have not taken in a 
fault, with the Spirit of Bitterneſs. 

© That which follows ſhall be by 
way of Exhortation, and Advice, 
both ro thoſe that have Diſſented 
from the Church, and thoſe that have 
not. I begin with thoſe that have 
ſeperated, but are now come, I hope, 
with Religious minds to joyn with 
us in the qadey of God: Let me 


.- deſire you to ſufker a word of Ex- 


hortation, and as I have. earn- 
eſtly contended with others, to ſhew 
a Spirit of Meekneſs towards you, (and 
I yalue not the Cenſures of furious 
and unreaſonable men for what 
I 


of Meeknets. 97 
I have done) ſo I do intreat you. 
with no leſs Importunity, that you 
will zeceive with Meekneſs that which 
F have to offer to you. 

r. Let medeſire you to take care, 
that a Spirzt of Meekneſs be not want- 
ing in you towards others that are. 
of conformable Principles ro the Rules 
and Orders of the Church. The 
that complain that a Spirit of Meek- 
eſs is wanting in others, ſhould take 
great care that it be not wanting in 
themſelves. They that would nor be 
bitten, ſhould take care that they do 
not bite. They that would not b3 
Reviled, mult take care that they do 
not Revile others. You know that 
what I have already mentioned is ve- 
ry true, viz. That many of the Re- 
lgious Members of the Church of 
England, have been accuſed of being 
Popith and  Superſtitious, and of ha- 
ving a Form of Godlineſs (though ſome 
will ſcarceallow that) but no? the Powe 
er of it ; whereas it appears to S0- 
ber and Unprejudic'd Perſons, that 
H ay 
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they abhor both Popery and Super- 


ſtition, and that they have the Pow-. 


er of Godlineſs, as well as the Form 
of it. It is my earneſt defire that: 
you ſhould never be Reproached for 
that which is true, I hope therefore 
that you will take care (for it is a 
dreadful thing) that you Revile not 
others for that which is falſe. And, 
the truth is, I know. no Advice more 
neceſſary to be given, than that all 
fober Chriſtians, whatſoever their 
Perſiwaſion be, ſhould make it their bu- 
fineſs to diſcourage Revilers, and E- 
Vil-ſpeakers, upon all occaſions what- 
foever, although they be of the ſame 
Opinion with themſelves. It is great 
pitty that all mendo not conſider the 
truth of a good old ſaying, A good 
word does no hurt, and a bad word does 
zo good. Revilers and Evil-ſpeakers 
are certainly the moſt miſchievous 
men of any party whatſoever. But 
this is not all that I have to deſire 
of you, therefore, 
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2, If you would not be offended 
this way, by opprobrious Language 
or nncivil Carnage; let me defire 
you to take care that you give no 
offence any other way, as I muſt 
needs fay, too many do, and I. wilt 
thew you wherein. 

r. Fhere are a great matyy. of you 
who caſt Contempt uport one Or» 
dinance for the ſake of another : Such 
I mean, as will come to hear the 
Sermon, but will not .come to joyn 
with their fellow Chriſtians, in lift- 
ing- up their hearts to God, in the 
uſe of the publick Prayers of the 
Church. Gods houſe muſt be only the 
houſe of Preaching to them, and not 
the houſe of Prayer. The great Rea- 
ſon is, that they have heard it ſpo« 
ken againſt by thoſe whom they 
have accounted the beſt men, and 
therefore they cannot be fatisfied to 
make uſe of it. By the ſame Reaſon 
if thoſe Miniſters had commended 
it, they would have liked it very well 
It this be the Reaſon (and I anzcon- 
H 2 {:cent 
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fident there are many men, whoſe 
Cortſciences tell them that it is ſo) 
what Infallibility do they attribute to 
their Preachers? And what Partiality 
are they guilty of? For if they granted 
the Minitters of the Church to be Re- 
ligious men, and ſuch as aim at the 
Glory of God, and the good of mens 
Souls, they would for the ſame Rea- 
ſon be convinc'd, that it is an accep- 
. table Worſhip of God. 

Some have been ſo weak and mif- 
led as to think Pxtemporary Prayers 
to be the beſt, becauſe they are dic- 
tated by the Spirit of God. This pro- 
ceeds from a high Opinion that ſome 
people have ot their Miniſters, for 
I never heard of any Miniſter that 
pretended to any ſuch Divine Inſpira- 
tion. 

The weakneſs of this Conceit hath 
been ſufficiently expoſed, and there- 
fore I will not enlarge upon it. 
However I will ſpeak ſomething, and 
I hope you will not think that I for- 
get my Text, and lay aſide a Spirit 


of 
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"of Meekneſs, 1 have ſeriouſly con- 


ſidered of it, and I can not tel of 
any Spirit that extemporary Prayers 
come from, more than other Prayers, 
unleſs it be a Spirit of Oppoſition, 
to the Publick Lyturgy of the Church; 
for before that Oppoſition, not only 
ſome Miniſters of the Presbyterian 
Perſuaſion, but likewiſe ſome of the 
Indepeudants made uſe of a ſet Form ; 
of which I could give particular 
inſtances from the acknowledgments 
of men of both Perſivaſions.l may add 
to this,that if extemporary Prayers were 
really more beneticial to the People, 
and' did not tend only to the gratify- 
ing of their curioſity ; or to the cheat- 
ing of them by a vain conceit, that 
they aredidated by the Spirit of God ; 
or that New words when men pray 
are the Gift of Prayer (a new-coyn'd 
expreſſion for I find it not in the 
Scriptures) there are many Miniſters 
who would Pray extempore as well 
as they, and no queſtion but uſe would 
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ſoon make great perfectneſsin itzQr;.f 
they could underſtand,that New words 
every timethey pray to/God woulg he 
more acceptableto;him, and tend more 
to the good of the People, they would 
uſe a new Prayer every Lords. Day, 


.which the Church doth not forbid 


them. 1 mukt needs 1ay, that it is.2 
very ſtrange Conceit, that men ſhould 
think'it unneceſſary, when they pray 
to the Grear:God, to: bethinſs #hem- 


ſelves before hand what they thall ſay 


to him; or that it ſhould not be a 
great happineſs to the People, that 
they have a wholſom Form prefcri- 
bed them, in the .uſe.of which they 
may lift up their hearts to God with 
great and acceptable Devation, - .. 

' There is another Reaſon, why ma- 
ny come not into the Church till 
the Prayers be done.; And that is, 
an apprehenſion they have that -our 
Prayers are taken out of the Maſs- 
Bok, and therefore this were for them 
to Fray as the Papiſts do. I thould 
not nced to mention this, or .make 


any. 
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any Reply to it, if-1 could be fare 


that the Books which are publiſhed 
for atisfaction jn theſe caſes, are per- 
uſed by, thoſe' who have been difla- 
tisfied. However I ſhall ſpeak very 
briefly concerning it, and with a 
Spirit of Meeknefe 

* Suppoſe we pray as the Papiſts 
do. Nay, ſuppoſe,we Pray in ma- 
ny things as the Turks do,' who 
Worſhip the True God, as well as 
we; there is-no hurt at all in it. 
Beſides, our uſing the ſame Form of 
Prayer with them, can be no Diſre- 
pute to us, or occaſion of any ſtart- 


10g from it, if we conſider what 


our Religion is, as it relates to 
the Church of Rome. It is Reforma- 
tion from them, and not a Malicious 
Deſtruction of them. Reformation 


muſt only be the excluding of that 


which is bad, and the retaining of 
that which is good. If it were Ma- 
lice or Hatred againſt them, we ſhould 
then indeed reject all that rhey do. 
Our Reformers wiſely and Pioufly 
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conſidered that Peace and Commu- 


- nion with them, and with all that 


profeſs Chriſtianity, 1s exceedingly to 


"be deſired; But in regard of fome 


horrible Corruptions that were bro- 
ken in amongſt them, they could not 
have Communion with them. For 
theſe they forſook them, and would 
rather dye at the Stake, (and ſome 
of. therz did ſo) than have Commu- 
nion with them, - -- - 

: The Faults of the Church of Rome 
are great enough, although we do 
not 'call thoſe Faults that are not ; and 
from hence it 1s, *that though our Di- 
vines and other Champions of the 


| Church, donot cry out ofevery thing 


that is done by them, - and call it 
Popery ; yet like ſober, wiſe; judicious 
and Valiant men for the Truth, they 
keep .their ground,. and do not give 


an inch to the groſs Uſurpations and ' 


Errors of the Papiſts:- As the Popes 
Supremacy, Infallibility, Tranſubſtan- 
tiation;Praying to Saints, and Purgato- 
ry, G&c, Let not any therefore ſtart at 


thoſe 
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thoſe Prayers which are wholſome 
Forms, but joyr in a holy and devout 
Uſe of them; and inſtead of bearing a 
grudge againſt us for them, let them 
not ſo much as bear a grudg againſt 
the Papiſts, but let us all joyn toge- 
ther in praying to God for them as 
well as others, that God would #rivg 
them into the way of Truth, who. have 
erred and are deceived, as well as 0- 
thers. ' | 
3. There are ſome who will not 
hear the Prayers, much lefs joyn in 
the ufe of them, becauſe of the Surplice. 
I am- almoſt aſhamed to mention it, 
and T am very ſorry that pepple ſhould 
retain ſuch weak Prejudices. Some 
men plead Conſcience for abſenting 
upon that account, which 1s only an 
argument of a very Weak mind, I 
cannot call that a tender Conſcience 
but a ſhy or ſtarting conſcience, or I 
may call it an aftrighted conſcience. 
All the account that I think can be 
ven of it is, that men were ſcared at 
the ſight of it when they were young, 
"y _e and 
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and they never cared for coming neer 
it ſince. Or, they heard of ſome that 
were ſcared at it, and therefore they 
do not care for ſeeing it. If any charge 
us that we place any Religion jn it, 1 
might give them a, down-right anf- 
wer, if 1t were not for a Spirit 0 
Meekueſs. When fober men can thin] 
X a ' reaſonable thing, that Judges 
ſhould leave off their: Robes,-' and 
Schollars in ' the Univerſity ſhould 
wear no Gowns, - becauſe there are 
ſome who are offended at them; 
I ſhall think (it reaſonable that Mi- 
niſters ſhould leave off their Surplices. 
In the mean while I pity their ſickly 
weak-ſighted Conſciences, who cannot 
endure -to ſee a white Garment ; and 
do think that they: may be numbred 
amoneglt the frenzy ones, to whom it 
would be more proper to give Phy- 
fick than Arguments.” 'Let not any 
therefore' upon qſuch miſtakes and 
weak Conceits turn .their backs upon 
that great and ſolemn part of Gods 
Worſhip, from which his Houſe: hath 


i 
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-its denomination. and_/jis called .a 
Houſe of Prayer, for they. ean never 
give an ' account of themſelves to God 
for fo dging,, unleſs they can imagine 
that God-w4ll make their Paſſions and 


Prejudiees. to. be his Rule of judge 


MBs. -_: * Q-- ; «IT 'Z 
. 2, There are ,others who do-ngt 
abſent .fzom the.-Prayers,, but give 
very great offence by thew Uanre- 
verence at that time, when- ,othexs 
are praying to God. Kither by 4t- 
ing cerclefly, as af they could 
hear them, but ' they .cannot. JoyA 
their Devotions -with .athers in the 
uſe of them, which js-the, Language 
of ſome concerning.them: And they 
think that-3t 35 a very ;great Adven- 
fure, and that they deſerve very well 
from the Church, for. ſuch a .Com- 
pliance as this is. If this Caſe be 
truly and-rightly conſidered, it may 
make all men atraid ofenclining tothe 
ways -.of Schiſm and Separation; 
for what 1s this but a publick Af. 


tempt 


front to God, and a manifeſt Con- 
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tempt "of that way of Worſhip, by 


which it is acktiowled rele: that our 


Fore-Fathers -—— ſerved God accepta- 


" bly,” and we that we BA ſo 
likewiſe: oY what a great Offence 
- muſt this needs be 6 thoſe who 


are Religious and Devout, to ſee _ 
contempt 'is caſt upon "God at th 
time of his publick Worſhip and Set 
vice, and how they are accounted 


-but Vain and Idle, by ſhewing Re- 
-yverence to God at the time of their 
Devotions, We all acknowledge, 
[that all Outward ſhew of Reverence 
to God is Vain, and Hypocritical, if 
there be not an Inward dread of God 
in the mind. Tt is for 'a* man to 


draw near 'to God with” his Lips, 
when his "Heart is far from him. But 


1t 1s a ſtrange Extream that men run 


into, if to ayoidthat Hypocriſte, there 


ſhall be no outward ſthew of Devo- 


tion at all. It is as if the Souls of 


men were in their Bodies, like Sta- 


tues, which can make no outw ard 
ſign of whatis within, | 
Yet 
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Yet if this were all, it would not 

be ſo offenſive. If thoſe that Kneel, 

or otherwiſe. expreſs their Devotions 
in crowded Congregations, were ſa- 
tisfied, that thoſe who have Diſſent- 
ed, do joyn. their hearts with them 
in their Prayers to God, it would be 

a great ſatisfaction to them: But it is 

ſcarcely any breach of Charity, (be- 

cauſe it hath appeared as well by 

Words, as Deportments): to fay, that 

they only fit with Patience, during 

the time of Prayers, till they can 
hear the Sermon. I need not tell 
you, that every man hath naturally 

{o much Reverence for that Deity, 

which he wortſhips, that itis a great 

offence to him to hear or ſee the leaſt 
contempt caſt upon his Religion, by 
Words or Actions. 'This is one Rea- 
fon, why Turks and Heathens will 
not endure Chriſtians to come into 
their publick Places of Worthip. They 
know that we deſpiſe their Religion ; 
and if we ſhould go into their Tem 
ples, it would only be togratifie our 
Curiolity 
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Curiofities, and that. woald be an 
| Offence and- a great Diftuybance to 
| them, Tf were well if all: thoſe thae 
| are of other Religions, were forbid-« 
| derr to .come anto our Conpgregati 
if ons, that they might not- ſee rhat 
An. vareverence amongſt many Chriſti. 
| ans, whicls we could not ſee amongſt 
ll them, if we were in their Congre- 
[| gations. If thoſe that Worſhip the 
ii Gods, which are yet no Gods, are, 
| from a natural principle of Reverence 
f to: a Deity, ſo offended that they 
| will not endure the feaſt contempt 
| . of their Religion? If it were fuch art 
| offence to Nebuchadnezzar, that he 
| thought a Farnace could ſcarce be 
| hot enough for thoſe: that would not 
| bow down to the Image which he 
had ſet up? How can men be blamy'd 
for. being offended, at thoſe who will 
not joyn with them in ſhewing Re- - 
verence to him, whom they all ac- 
knowledge to be the true God? 
Before I paſs this particular, I 
would ask hum thar is only in = 
with 
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with the way of Worſhipping God 
in ſeparate Congregations, this queſ- 
tion. Suppoſe that one of thoſe, who 
think they cannot ferve God fo ac- 
ceptably any other way as in the 
Form of Prayer which the Church: 
Math preſcribed, ſhould come into a 
ſeperate Congregations, and all the 
time that the Miniſter is Praying, 
and the people expreſſing the mot 
ardent Devotion ; ſhould fit carelefly, 
and rather ſhew his Contempt of 
that way than joyn in it; would it 
nor bea great Offence to you? Wout 
you not think him to be not only 
irfeligtous but very uncivil? Tam cor 
fident you would be exceedingly offen- 
ded; why then will you offend 
thoſe who are of the Churches Com- 
munion, who ſerve God after the 
Ancient way of Chriftian-Worſhip, 
_ and that which 1s approved of by o- 
ther Reformed Churches, as not on- 
ly Lawful, but very uſeful and pros 
 fitable-for the Souls of men; 


There 
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© There are others who are guilty of 
a far greater Offence,and they are ſuch 


. asare fo far from joyning with others, 


and lifting up their hearts to God 


_ with them in their Prayers, that they 


ſpend that time in #a/king of Yanity,and 
if what I have been credibly infos- 
med be true) of Lies alſo. They make 
the Houſe of God to be the place in 
which they meet to reproach and 
ſlander their neightours.This hath been 
ſo great an Offence, that ſome who 
have been their Pew-tellowes have been 
exceedingly (as well they might) dif- 
turbed at it. They do not love the 
Common-Prayer, and therefore, that 
they may lo ſe no time, they will be 
ſerving the Divel till Prayers be 
done. 
There is another kind of Unreve- 
rence, and that is mens having their 
Hats on, all the time that the Miniſter 
1s Preaching, Nay, there are ſome who 
will not beuncovered whilſt the Mi- 
niſter is Praying,but only remove their 
Hats from one part of their heads to 
ano- 
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another, as if there might be ſome 
kind of outward Reverence expreſt 
to Almighty God at the rime of Pray- 
ing, but it is no matter how little 1t 
be. But ſuppoſe their being covered 
be only at that time when the Mini- 
{ter is Preaching, and ſuppoſe that 
there were nothing to be {aid to prove 
that it is indecent and unreverent, 
(for it is not my preſent buſineſs to 
enquire into it) yet it is the occaſion 
of Offence? And whilſt no man can 
plead «the breach of any Law by it, 
I am ſure (to ſpeak the beſt) it 1s 
a great breach of that Ingenuity 
wiuch Chriſtianity requires un men, 
in that it gives great oifence, When 
men come into the Church, wherethey 
{ee thoſe that are the Frequenters of 
it with their heads uncovered, an. 
they keep theirHats on,it is hard for the 
molt Charitable to fay leſs than that 
there is thereby Contempt caſt upon 
thoſe who are in anorher poſture, and 
that it doth implicitly accuſe them of 
Folly and Superſtition in the {ervice of 

| I God 
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God. I may ſuppoſe that which muſt 
not be granted, that if there were no- 
thing to be faid for it, but: that it 
were an Offence purely taken and not 
given, yet ſince it- is an offence and 
4 diſturbance to the minds of men 
in the Worſhip of God, and of thoſe 
men- too whom Authority doth com- 
mend'and countenance in 1{o- doing ; 
He that is Pious, Prudent and- inge- 
nuous, will be careful'that he be not 
| the occaſion of that offence. 
 -Thus have I ſhewed what the 
Offences are, by which the minds of 
men, who are Conformable to the 
Church; are exaſperated againſt thofe 
that havediſſented fromher Communi- 
on, to the end that they may take all 
poſiible- care to avoid giving thoſe of- 
tences,and to do that which may oblige 
thoſe with whom they come to Wor- 
ſhip God, and not offend them: If 
you would be treated with a Sprrit 
of Meekneſs, and' are not- willing to 
meet with any provoking Words-or 
Actions, you mult have. a- care that 
_— WG you 
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you do not offend others. ' 3.49 
' But. this is not all that I have to 
deſire of yon. Methinks it is a hard 
caſe, if Chrittians ſhall think it enough 
if they give no offence, who are com- 
manded: by our Saviour to love on2/ 
another, and: to be ore as he and . his? 
Father ' are.one, That which F ear-_ 
neſtly defire is, that you would not: 
think ' it ſufficient, if you ſometimes: 
come to” the Church, and ſhew-fome- 
Reſpect to the Service of God; bur. 
that there be a hearty-andfincere Com- 
pliance, which wil certainly be -rhe- 
oreateſt Satisfaction imaginable to you; 
and then there will- be no ſuch occa- 
ſion for the Exerciſe of Meetneſs.. 

Conſider I befeecly you the dread- 
ful mifchiefs whiclr Difunion and Se-. 
paratiorr have been the cauſe of in our 
dayes, beyond what rhe Sobereſt of 
the difcontented Party ever thoughr 
of; Confider how the life of the King 
was :lately in danger by thoſe, who' 
either wholly abſented from the 
Church, or we are ſure never recet- 

need If I 2 ved 
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ved their pernitious Principles from 1t. 
Conſider how unſucceſsful God 
hath made all Attempts againſt the 
Church, when they who were no 
Lovers of it had thoſe advantages to 
eſtabliſh another. Conſtitution, which 
they cannot now. hope for. 

And conſider I beſeech you, how 
infinitely it will tend to the Churches 
Peace, to the Reputation of the Re- 
formed Religion, and to the. Good of 
your own Souls, if you could be faris- 
fied to forſake the. wayes of Separa- 
tion, and have Communion with that 
Reformed Church, whoſe Miniſters 
and People do hate Popery, and ear- 
neſtly deſire the promotion of true 
Holineſs and Goodneſs, as much as 
you can do, howſoever Prejudices and 
a Miſunderſtanding have been the 
cauſe of moſt Unchriſtian Cenſorioul- 
nels. And it may tend exceedingly 
to your Satisfaction, and avoid all oc- 
cations of Reviling and Bitterneſs, if 
theſe Rules may be obſerved. 


'T. Let 
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* 1..Let not Education be of any force 
in this matter. I know that it is a 
dreadful thing for men to forſake the 
practice of Religion, in which they 
have been educated. | It is a fearful 
thing for thoſe that have been brought 
up n the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, to forſake their Education, and 
to fall into the practice of ſin and 
Wickedneſs. But for men to make 
this their Rule, as to Modes and Qir- 
cumſtances, and matters of Opinion 
in Religion, ' is altogether unaccoun- 
table; becauſe a man may as weil be 
brought up in an Error, as otherwiſe, 
and becauſe he may ſerve God as ac- 
ceptably after another manner than 
that in which he hath been educa- 
ted. | DE Sa 

We know that a great Cauſe of our 
Diviſions hath proceeded from this, 
that men have been brought up in 
a Diſlike of that way ot Worſhip 
which is now eſtablithed, and have 
from- their Cradles received Prejudi- 
ces againlt it: But. yet there is no- 
" MIGE | I 3 thing 
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0! more unreaſonable, than to 

ake:that to be aiRule: For if it be, 
every one may conclude that to be 
the ; beſt Religion that comes firſt, 
which certainly every one will grant 
to .be very. ablurd. And whereas 
ſome .think they are right, becauſe 
they -reeeived their Principles from 
thoſe-mEn whom they accounted Ho- 
ly and Religious: I may reply, that 
there is no Party whatſoever, but 
have Zealots who are of a {tridt and 
ſevere. life. The Hereticks ef old could 
never aye done ſo much miſchief to 

-Ghtuch,. if they had not been of 
exenyey Lives. Education muſt 
therefore-be wholly laid aſide, and 
men muſt conſider with themſelves, 
that 1f what 1s required of them be 
not repugnant. to. Gods Word, and In- 

Gfient with true Piety and Holi- 
| rope ;the Churches Peace, and-the 
. neceſſity of Union amongſt Chrifti- 
ans, m —_ ſilence all the ſecret plead- 
ings of Education, which 1 know are 
ot themſelves very - powerful. 


Beſides 
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Beſides, if it be granted that many 
are educated and brought up in afalſe 
Per{waſion, and that the men of that 
Party, whatever it is, may be of ſuch . 
unblameable Lives,that they may from 
thence miſtake, and conclude that they 
are right; I may in the next place 
tell you, that we of this age have 
the greateſt Cauſe, that ever any had, 
'to ſuſpect our Educations, becauſe of 
the many Opinions that were amongſt 
us, when we were young, Which 
were eſpouſed by men of {tridt Lives, 
and very good Converfations. I can- 
not theretore but highly commend 
thoſe (both Miniſters and others, ) 
who do not hang the Clogg of their 
Opinions upon the Conſciences of their 
Children, but are very willing that 
they ſhould comply with the Church 

of England. | 
2. lay aſide, or rather abandon 
thoſe Prejudices which you have heard 
and received, as indeed Unchriſtian. 
You have heard that the Miniſters 
. and People of the Church of England 
| I 4 are 
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are ſo ſcandalous, that good and ho- 
ly men cannot have Communion with 
' them. Let me tell you with a Spi- 
rit of Mcekneſs. 
1. That it 1s doubtful, whether e- 
ver any age produced Miniſters of 
greater Eminency, both for Piety and 
Learning,than this hath done; or whe- 
ther ever any age had Chriſtians in 
it more eminent tor good Works, than 
thoſe which this Age hath produced, 
who are of the Communion of the 
Church of Eaglandjthough they make no 
noiſe of it. It was not long ſince 
confelt, by one who is no Lover of 
the Church, that the men ofher Com- 
munion do molt good by their great 
Liberality. IT ſhould not have menti- 
oned this, if a falſe Aſperiion did not 
make it accelney.. . ....: - 
Ir hath been objected by ſome, that 
we are no True Church, becauſe God 
hath not bleſied the Miniftry of it, 
with the Converſion of Souls. I pray 
God convert them that ſay ſo. Thoſe 
who heartily comply with the Church, 
may 
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may find a very conſiderable number 
of Holy Communicants, and bleſſed 
be God for it, Miniſters have been 
very fucceſsful in bringing many, 
young Perfons and others, to ' Righte- = 
ouſneſs. > 
. 2, Thoſe that are vicious, and pro- 
feſs a great Reſpect to the Church,are'a 
great Griefto thoſe Pious Miniſters and 
Chriſtians whoare lovers of the Church 
3. Whereas men pretend . to ſepe- 
rate upon that account, I muſt tell 
them, That Debauchery and Wicked- 
neſs,are not {o much the Caule of Divi- 
ſions, as they are the Effed of them. 
Death-beds have complained, that be- 
cauſe.there have been ſuch Doubts 
which 1s the Right way, men have re® 
folved to take no way but the way 
of Sin and Wickedneſs. I appeal to 
any ſober man in the World, whether 
he. doti not think, that Diviſion and 
Separation. .hatly been a great Cauſe 
of that Atheiſm and Profaneneſs which 
hath of late abounded:: And I ap- 
peal to any ſober. man, whether. a 
=- | hear= | 
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hearty :Campliance with the Church 
of Engjand, (by which there would 
becare taken'both of young and old, 
by the execution of Cenfſures againſt 
thoſe that are Vicious and Irregular, 
would not tend exceedingly to the 
reſtraint of Wickedneſs, and the pro- 
moting of true Holineſs and Good- 


© m—— 


Menhave diſſented from a Pretence, 
.that they reap great benefit to their 
Souls by it ; but 1am ſure if they were 
. not prejudiced, and did underſtand and 
conſider: the methods of the Church 
of FExaland, they would have little rea- 
.fon torhink that any Conſtitution can 
tend more to the good of Mens Souls. 
But however men muſt not tear the 
\bady- of 'Chrift in peices, pretending 
that "they .do it for the benefit of 
their fouls. The Church is Chritts, 
Body, which muſt not be divided 
-upon any pretence whatſoever. 
'- 3./Confulr both ſides. Be as wil- 
Jing ;to-hear what is faid on one fide, 
gs-0n:the: other. If men take in with 
| | one 
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one Party, and conclude :that they 
are right, and that continuancean their 
way 1s Perleverance;.. and.ta compl 
with any other werg;Apaſtacy,which 
I find tobe the Congegit of a- great 
many, and -thereforeSghey wm not 
hear what others have t6faytorthem ; 
it is no wonder if men continye ab- 
{tinate and perverſe. --If - men dealt 
fairly and Chriſtianly .n' this.caſe, 
they ſhould -go-to-fome Miniſters of 
the Church, and tell them, that they 
would gladly comply with them, if 
they could be fatisfied concerning 
ſome things which they. doubt of, 
declaring what their Doubts are, and 
that they are very willing to receive 
ſatisfaQtion, that they might not offend 
by teparating from the -Churelhyzy::If 
men did fo, our Diviſions: would 
quickly be at an end. And if they 
do not, they have not fo/lowed the 
things that make for Peace; for they 
never endeavoured to be. fatisfied oon- 


cerning that which they doubt 
of. * 
| There © 
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ance. Firſt, There are many Good 
and Holy Chriſtians, who are by this 
means fully fatisfied, and are not on- 
iy Devout in the uſe of the publick 
Prayers, but: frequent Communicants 
at the Lords Table. Secondly, Thoſe 
who are” thus fatisfied, muſt needs 
have far greater Peace, than thoſe 


who ſtill continue in the wayes of 


Separation. - They avoid outward 
Troubles, and whatſoever Diſturban- 
ces come - to' the Cluurch or State, 
they are- not the Occaſion of them. 
Their minds are not royled and ex-. 
aſperated as others are, but they live 
In Obedience: to the Laws of their 
King, and Lead a quiet and peaceable 
Life, in -all Godlineſs and Foneſty.” - 
I will conclude with ' a brief Ex- 
, Hortation to thoſe that are Lovers of 
the Church. You ſee that I have not 
chofen this — Favour of thaſe 
that have Diſſented, but have been 
gutlty of a long Unwonted Digreſlt- 


On, 


\ There are two things which'I will 
metition as Motives to- this Comply- 
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on, that whileſt Iam contending with 
you to ſhew a Spirit of Meekneſs to- 
wards them, I might ſpeak of thoſe 
things to them, with the fame Spj- 
rit, which have occaſioned their :of- 
fending of you ; which otherwiſe had 
been very improper from this Sub- 
je ; thereby uſing my utmoſt en- © 
deavour to reſtore them to the Commus- 
i0u of the Church. I will now re- 
new my Requeſt, and leave it with 
you. that there may be no more Com- 
plaints made, that this Spzrit is want- 
ing in you. I will add bur very lit- 
tle to what I have ſaid, 

1. Conſider thar a Spirit of Meekneſs 
is 2 good Reputation to the Church, 
which you are Lovers. of: Church 
of England-Men, hive been Eminent 
for their bearing the Reproaches 
of others: It is great pitty that 
they ſhould be accuſed of Reviling 
others. Beſides, when men give 
ill Words, it is a fign of a 'bad Caufe, 
and that they have but weak Ar- 
ouments, and that 15 a diſparage- 
ment 
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menttothe Church, whoſe Sons have 
kept their gronnd, and ValiantÞy e&n-. 
conntred all thar oppoſed them on 
evefy fide, by the torce- of Argu- 
ments. | polk 
z, F would add fomewhat concern- 
18g thoſe that are come to our Con- 
ations. | 
. x. Conſider that they are men of 
the:beſt Tempers, amonelt thoſe that 
have. Diflented. There are others 
whos ſpeak as'ill of ns, as if we were. 
Fews or Pagans, that we are Enemies to 
Holineſs, and Deſtroyers of mens 
Souls, &c. And yet if we have op-: 
porranity, we' otght to treat thoſe 
men'with a Spirif of Meekreſs: And 
I am fure, wE' otght to Pitty them, 
and earneſtly to' Pray to GOD: for. 
them.) Sorely then it doth -not# be-- 
come us, to be unkind to thofk- who 
are ks Cenotious, - and more: Com- 


pliant. 
. 44: Confider what theſe- men- en-- 
dare from-thofe who are ſo Cenfſori-- 
on; They wrie-Eetters;: he St 
"Jus them 
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; them of Apoſtacy and: Back-fliding, 
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and* many are more incetifd\againſt 
thera, than they are againiſt us: It is 
a: very hard caſe, that they ſhout 
both ſuffer by us, and by tfiem- for. 
their beginning to comply with: us: 
This may make them' deſperate, and' 
give way to a Temptation, to forſake' 
that Religion, which: we alf contend! 
for. | ; 

' 3. If we do not treat them' witft 
a Spirit of Meeknels, we ſhaſl'wholly* 
diſcourage the good: Inclinations: of 
others who have diſſented. If they” 
hear that their Brethiren who. 
come before, meet with any Repnlie, 
they will be very loath to-follow' 
them ; who otherwife ' might core” 
and help to fill Gods Houſe, and be of 
the number of thoſe who Surround 
the Lords Table. 


© of his infinite mercy grant that 
all Chriſtians, whatſoever their = 
pinions are, may lay: afrde all Unchri- 
tian Paſſions and Prejudices : That we 


may 


_—______@Jw 


ls, 4 


| Lhe Sptrte 


great concern to pleaſe God in the firſt 
place, and our Neighbour in the next : 
That we may mot rejoyce in any. evil 
which befals others, but may "wth 
2* Chriſtian Love and Kindyeſs, to redti- 
fy their miſtakes, and pray to the God 
of Peace for bis Bleſſing upon OUY CH= 
deavours, by which men may underſtand 
the neceſſity of Obedience to Government 
#nall lawful things, that they may not 
Suffer, but that they and we may all 
Joyn together in Serving and Worſhip- 
ing God in this World, and in Singing 
Everlaſting. Praiſes, and. Hallelujatis ro 
him in the World to come. 
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